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Two Sides of the Question 
First two pamphlets on transport matters 
to be published for the Road and Rail 
Association appeared on July 28. 
Priced very reasonably at Is., both are 
entitled Britain’s Transport Crisis, but there- 
after they diverge, one being A Con- 
servalive’s View, by Mr. Geoffrey Wilson, 
M.P., and the other A Socialist’s View, by 
Mr. Ernest Davies. The former is, of course, 
chairman of the Conservative Transport 
Committee, while the latter was formerly 
chief spokesman for the Labour Party in the 
House of Commons on transport matters but 
has now become editor of the periodical 
Traffic Engineering and Control. Both are 
well known for their views and_ their 
pamphlets follow, in the main, the lines that 
might have been expected. If points on 
which they are generally in agreement be 
taken first, it can be said that neither sees 
much future for the commercial use of canals 


and both favour the Bowes Committee’s 
recommendation for relieving the British 
Transport Commission of — substantial 


liabilities. Another matter of common agree- 
ment is that hiving off of ancillary activities 
would not really serve any useful purpose, 
but that there should certainly be a removal 
of restrictions upon the development by the 
B.T.C. of its retained properties. Partial 
agreement is apparent as regards road 
passenger services. Both want proper atten- 
tion paid to their needs in road development 
programmes, although Mr. Davies lays more 
stress on this. He also comes out firmly in 
favour of removing the tax on their fuel, 
whereas Mr. Wilson refers more cautiously 
to ‘‘a reduction’’ in the tax. He does, how- 
ever, suggest that if grants by the Govern- 
ment are to be made for operating any 
railway services then it will be necessary to 
consider comparable grants for bus services 
in certain areas. An alternative would be the 
provision of such facilities at a loss by the 
Post Office, despite the admitted opposition 
of that Department and of established bus 
operators. 


Differing Approaches 
[NTERNAL air services do not figure in 
Mr. Davies’s survey and Mr. Wilson 
thinks that little regard need be paid to 
them for the time being because of climatic 
conditions and the distances of airports from 
city centres. He is not impressed by the 
economies of helicopter operation, and he is 
certainly not alone in that regard, but it may 
well be asked whether he is not under- 
estimating the competitive potentialities of 
fixed wing aircraft for distances of 200 miles 
or more—there can be little doubt that the 
London—Scotland services of B.E.A. repre- 
sent a distinct challenge to the railways. The 
major differences between the Conservative 
and Labour viewpoints come, however, 
where they might be expected, even if some 
of the thoughts carry decorative accessories 
such as the hovercraft on rails and elevated 
monorails of Mr. Wilson’s future. There is 
refreshing realism in Mr. Davies’s view that 
‘solutions based on political doctrine have 
failed,’ whatever their possible merits, and 
that action now is required. He wants the 
relationship of road and rail re-examined to 
establish a comparable basis of operation. 
This would inquire into the present goods 
transport licensing system. He also wants 
road and rail carriers to be protected by the 
licensing of all ancillary users and he 
favours taxation weighted against the larger 
vehicles. The state should assume full 
responsibility for the total capital of the 
B.T.C., receiving in return an equity holding 
in the Commission, and it should also waive 
past indebtedness. Mr. Wilson would 
abandon the 1947 Act as amended by that of 
1953 in order that a fresh start can be made. 
If the railways are to be maintained, and he 
thinks they should be, the simplest way is 
to provide that they must be run as strictly 
commercial undertakings on a profit-making 
basis by the regional boards and each par- 
ticular unprofitable service should be paid 
for, in whole or in part, out of public funds. 
This is in line with his plea for regional 
accounting and greater freedom for the 
regional boards. 
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Prolonged Life for Old Ships 
OR some time now a number of ship 
owners has been considering ways and 
means whereby its ships could obtain 
a new lease of life, and this has applied 
mainly to tanker owners with ships quite 
young in years but nevertheless unable to 
compete with modern super-tankers. These 
owners have so far this year converted 19 
tankers totalling about 315,000 tons dead- 
weight into bulk dry-cargo carriers, thus 
obtaining at least another 10 years’ working 
life for ships which would normally—like so 
many older tankers—have finished up in the 
hands of the shipbreakers. In addition to 
this there are at the moment about another 


situation looks to be even worse—cars parked 
solidly on the forbidden side opposite those 
whose owners have dutifully inserted their 
sixpences or shillings. Is there any nation 
so lax in traffic law enforcement? Now there 
is talk that the new traffic wardens (assuming 
that they come forward) will not be permitted 
to issue tickets during an initial period lest 
injustice be caused! This single measure, 
rigid enforcement of the laws we have, would 
go a long way to relieve the London situation, 
principally because of the deterrent to the 
selfish or heedless car owner. To this we 
could couple a fervent wish that the Metro- 
politan Police would revise its notions of 
traffic control. To take but one example of 
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20 tankers due for conversion, the contracts 
for which are under negotiation. It all leads 
to useful work for the shipyards and to the 
annoyance of those who have new bulk cargo 
carriers on order, and who see in the tanker- 
cum-bulk carrier ships a threat to the future 
employment of their own new vessels. 
Owners of older dry-cargo ships, too, have 
to some extent attempted to make their ships 
more economical by replacing steam pro- 
pulsion units by modern diesels. And very 
successful these ideas have proved, but the 
initial cost is proving too much for many 
owners. Now, however, we are likely to see 
an increase in that fairly new technique 
known in the shipbuilding industry as 
‘‘jumboising,’’ whereby a ship is cut in two, 
has a section inserted between the two halves 
and her tonnage and carrying capacity there- 
by increased. This practice has so far been 
mainly confined to tankers, which lend them- 
selves very well to this sort of work. But at 
least one British shipping company, faced 
with the increasing cost of new buildings, is 
now considering applying this idea to its less 
modern dry-cargo ships. It is a question of 
the increased earning power of the ships 
being sufficient to recover the heavy shipyard 
costs, and to absorb the inevitable slight 
increase in fuel consumption. No doubt such 
schemes as this will upset those who hold 
that a ship should automatically be scrapped 
at 20, and they éan hardly constitute cheerful 
news to the shipbuilders. 





Meter Schemes Breaking Down 
O one with his eyes about him will 
experience surprise at the report from 
Mr. David Cobbold, chairman of the 
car parking committee of Westminster City 
Council, that any day as many as 1,000 cars 
are illegally left in the two parking meter 
zones bounded by Oxford Street, Regent 
Street, Piccadilly and Park Lane. They 
contain, by the way, only 1,800 meters so 
the ratio of lawbreakers to law-abiding is 
fairly damning. A stroll through any of these 
Mayfair streets reveals that every bank of 
parking stalls has its parasites attached at 
one or both ends, nor are the intruders 
respectful of gaps left for commercial vehicles 
or other purposes. In the adjoining St. Mary- 
lebone zone north of Oxford Street the 


recurring evidence of inefficacy, on an 
evening last week (before hotel revellers con 
tribute their nightly problem, incidentally) 
Park Lane was almost completely choked 
with traffic because police and traffic lights 
at Hyde Park Corner were geared to the thin 
trickle along Piccadilly. If this is a portent 
of emergency measures at Hyde Park Corner 
during the next two years of roadworks, the 
outlook is exceedingly bleak. 


mm 


Centralised Electronic Train Control 
RITING in the current British Transport 
Review, Messrs. Robert Levi and 
Camille Martin deal with the role of 
electronics in railway operation, with par- 
ticular reference to experience on the 
S.N.C.F. While track circuits enable trains 
running on a set path to be automatically 
protected, other arrangements, in which 
electronics have brought about important 
improvements, have increased the part 
played by automation in the control of main 
line movements. In this direction, they state, 
perhaps the most important example is to 
be found on the Déle-Vallorbe line. For- 
merly of double track, it was converted 
to single when electrified and specially 
developed electronic signalling was installed. 
Automatic block working was introduced 
throughout with the aid of electronic track 
circuits, coupled with directional interlocking 
to ensure safety, enabling centralised train 
control over the single track. This installa- 
tion, claimed to be the most advanced at the 
present time, employs transistors and is in 
the form of electronic equipment. Amongst 
other things it has reduced the time taken to 
transmit a control code to four-tenths of a 
second. It is interesting to note that on 
British Railways electronic systems of this 
nature have been put in for the transmission 
of commands and indications between the 
signalbox and a number of distant functions 
over one pair, or at most two pairs, of cables. 
On the Styal line in the London Midland 
Region transistors are used, and on the 
Sheerness branch of the Southern cold 
cathode triodes, to replace the electro- 


magnetic relays of earlier systems. Similar 
arrangements are also used for the remote 
supervision and control of substations for the 
distribution of electric power. 





Automation in Marshalling Yards 
[YHE French authors also refer to improve 
ments in applied automation in mar 
shalling yards, in which in recent years 
there has been considerable progress, the 
most striking being perhaps in automatic 
point control. In this a set of successive track 
circuits controls the forward movement of 
the wagon while a ball, set in motion by the 
hump controller as soon as the wagon is over 
the hump, controls the route of the wagon 
towards the desired destination siding. The 
ball, about the size of a marble, moves along 
a pre-set path, operating the relays required 
as it passes corresponding gaps in the path. 
Equipment on these lines is incorporated in 
the automatic yards which are being built 
on British Railways under the modernisation 
plan, and refinements of the system continue 
to increase. Starting with measurements of 
the weight of a ‘‘cut’’ and its speed off the 
hump, allowances in calculating and ensuring 
the correct speed of release from the retarder 
can now be made for the rolling resistance on 
straight and on curved track, for the curva- 
ture and distance in the approach to the indi- 
vidual sidings, and for the distance to be run 
in the siding. For their part Messrs. Levi and 
Martin point to the ultimate need to replace 
manual by mechanical control over the 
wagons in order to bring them to a standstill 
at the required point in the sorting sidings. 
l‘or this purpose, they say, equipment would 
be needed to measure, at suitable selected 
points, the speed of the wagon which must 
thereafter be regulated according to the 
distance it has still to cover. Tests are being 
continued on the French Railways to make 
sure there is the utmost possible degree of 
automation in marshalling yards, 





Fifty Years in Municipal Transport 
ONDAY of this week saw the completion 
of 50 years in municipal service by 
Mr. Cyril Frank Wolsey, general 
manager of Douglas Corporation Transport 
Department, a meritorious landmark in the 
career of one who is responsible for the only 
municipal horse-drawn tramway system now 
in operation, This extremely popular and 
profitable mode of transport has survived for 
84 years and involves the use of 31 trams, 
between 70 and 80 horses and a staff of 100. 
In addition he is, of course, responsible for 
the corporation fleet of 43 motor buses. A 
native of Wisbech and eldest son of a retired 
Midland Railway official, he joined Lowestoft 
Corporation on July 25, 1910, and gained 
experience in the electricity, transport and 
borough treasurer’s departments prior to 
volunteering for war service in 1915 and 
serving overseas. In August, 1919, he secured 
an appointment in the traffic section of 
Sheffield Corporation Transport Department 
and in 1930 he was appointed traffic superin- 
tendent, Stockport Corporation, having 
meanwhile, in 1927, won the M.P.T.A. essay 
competition on the subject ‘‘Transport 
Operating Problems.’’ 


Example of Progressive Management 


INCE Mr. Wolsey’s appointment to his 
present position in 1932 the depart- 
ment’s activities have shown much 

progress. The number of routes operated 
has increased from four to 12 and the 
revenue from £40,000 to £100,000 a year, 
while the number of passengers carried has 
virtually doubled. Convincing his committee 
that modern double-deckers and one-man 
buses offered the best potentialities for 
reduced fares and experimental services, both 
these types were introduced at an early stage 
in his management. The transport of 
thousands attending the international Tourist 
Trophy Races calls for much ingenuity and 
thoughtful preparation, and another aspect 
with which he has been much concerned is 
the recent joint working agreement with the 
Isle of Man Road Services, Limited. He is 
believed to be the manager with the longest 
continuous service with one municipal under- 
taking (28} years) and it is most fitting that 
he should this year be assisting with the local 
arrangements for the Municipal Passenger 
Transport Association conference in Douglas 
in September. 












MORE 
LOCOMOTIVES 


FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY 


Wherever there's a tough shunting job to be performed, 








Brush Locomotives are the answer. Their outstanding service to the 


Iron and Steel Industry is amply borne out by many famous firms including 
The Steel Company of Wales 
Consett iron Co. Ltd. 
Stewarts & Licyds Ltd. 
The Park Gate Iron & Steel Co. Ltd. 


who have recently placed repeat orders for these reliable locomotives 
Brush shunters can be specially built to meet any industrial requirements 
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TRACTION DIVISION 


LTD LOUGHBOROUGH, ENGLAND VY (Member of the Hawker Siddeley Group) 


BT 12 


BRUSH ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING CO 





Greater efficiency 
at lower cost 


Deeper tread 


built of 
cut-resisting 
rubber 






Massive 
traction bars 


pull harder in 
rough going 







Continuous 
centre ribs 
give even road wear, 


best brake 
performance 


gum-dipped cord | 
for maximum body 
strength 


The Firestone dual-purpose All-Traction Heavy Duty 
Truck tyre gives longer mileage on the road and better 
performance with greater efficiency off the road. 





Firestone TYRES 
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The Editor is prepared to consider con- 
tributions offered for publication in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satisfy themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant to editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate, its object 
being to encourage the provision of all 
forms of transport in the best interests 
of the community. 


* 





1 Reassuring Report 


[!HE report of the Select Committee on the 
Nationalised Industries, published last 
week and summarised on page 3, should 

at least relieve the Government of 

obsession that further decentralisation 
would enhance railway efficiency; it rejects 
the idea of complete autonomy for the 
regions. Under the chairmanship of Sir Toby 

Low, deputy chairman of the Conservative 

Party organisation, and with an all-Party 

membership of thirteen, the Committee pro- 

duces a unanimous report. It is convinced 
that the railways are, to an important degree, 

a single integrated system and that, while 

decentralisation of operational management 


one 


is essential, some measure of central 
co-ordination is needed; accordingly the 
regions should have proper managerial 
responsibility but should not be fully 
autonomous. The Committee considers that 


the general lines on which the Commission 
is now working—both in central co-ordination 
and in decentralisation of managerial respon- 
sibility—are right; on the other hand, it 
expresses the need for a chief executive, or 
board of management, for British Railways 
as such, an advocacy which will be appre 
ciated by those who regretted the wholesal 
abolition of the former Railway Executive 
[he investigation was undertaken at the 
request of the chairman of the B.T.C., whose 
evidence, ‘‘given with a most distinguished 
breadth of mind and clarity of expression,”’ 
greatly impressed the Committee. In a 
reference to ‘“‘the most willing co-operation”’ 
received in the inquiry from the Commission 
and its staff the report refers to the strain 
under which they must have been working in 


recent months. It emphasises the fact that 
the B.T.C. is now far from holding any 


monopoly in land transport and states the 
Commission’s view that although the rail- 
ways form the greater part of the undertaking 
its task would not be appreciably lightened if 


relieved of responsibility for its other 
activities. 
Justification for Railways 

HE Commission is satisfied that these 


activities present it with ‘‘a great oppor- 


tunity to produce a modern and 
effective transport system suitable to the 
economic and essential needs of the 


country.’’ The Committee, indeed, is con- 
vinced, on the evidence, that a large-scale 
British railway system can be profitable and 
that the number of improvements in hand, 
and the number of points at which further 
improvements can be made, lend force to 
that conviction. While approving the 
present organisation it questions whether the 
Commission has an adequate idea of the 
profitability of the different parts of its rail- 
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way system, despite the assertion that its 
accountancy, aided by computers, is nearing 
perfection and that, as regards receipts, it 
possesses more detailed figures than were 
available to the former railway companies. 
The report concedes the difficulty of com- 
paring regional results but quotes an area 
board chairman as expressing the need for 
‘‘something like regional accounting,’’ not 
necessarily to encourage a of com 
petition between regions but solely in order 


sense 


that regional managements should be better 
informed about their own problems. Since 


the Prime Minister’s statement of policy on 
March 10 the Commission has, in fact, u 
structed a firm of chartered accountants ‘‘t 
tell them, not whether regional accounts aré 
possible, but how they can be done,’’ with the 
pI 1s¢ th the re will be no po j 
etter i nswe I ‘ 

ff 1 sure ins eetter a greater measu!l 
of efficiency Nevertheless, more detailed 
analyses should provide a more accurat 
picture of profitable and unprofitable services 
and assist in the evolution of an economk 
railway system 


Ministerial Control 
HERE is criticism of the relationship 
between the Ministry of Transport and 
the Commission and of the manner in 
which control is exercised, and particularly of 
‘“‘the way in which sharp, sudden cuts can be 
imposed on the Commission’s capital plans 
whenever Government policy so requires’ 
the serious consequences of this are reviewed 
‘‘It amounts today,’’ states the report, ‘‘to a 
situation where the Minister can, if he 
desires, exercise a control over the Commis- 
sion’s plans for the railways that is similar to 


sO 


the control which he exercises statutorily 
over the country’s road programme. But 


although the Ministry has been able to 
exercise power of this kind when it 
believed it to be needed, the lesson of the 
early years of modernisation is that more 
control might well have exercised 
then.’’ Reference is also made to occasions 
when the Minister has formally intervened in 
the Commission’s intentions to charge fares 
based upon of the Transport 
Tribunal. Such action is estimated to have 
affected the Commission to the extent of 
between £15 million and £23.5 million; for 
this the Committee recommends that the 
Commission should be compensated out of 
public funds. Both by the time taken to 
reach decisions and by the nature of the 
decisions themselves the Tribunal is stated to 
have ‘‘severely cut down the Commission’s 
earnings.’’ In fact, in all fields where the rail- 
ways are meeting competition there is con- 
sidered to be no need for the Tribunal, except 
perhaps in respect of suburban services, a 


been 


decisions 


suggestion which will, no doubt, be 
welcomed by the Commission, if only 
because of the time and labour involved in 


the Tribunal’s hearings. Whether it will be 
approved by the trading community, on 
whose behalf—and on that of the Tribunal 
—no evidence was heard, is another matter. 


Compensation for Unprofitable Services 
BSERVING the principles attaching to 
a public transport undertaking the 
Commission is in the habit of providing 
many services that are unremunerative. This 
practice is questioned by the Committee, 
which says that where it is desirable for 
members of the public to travel, or for freight 
to be carried, on some routes at prices below 
the cost it should be for the Government, and 
not the Commission, to decide. Confusion 
in judging between what is economically 
right and what is socially desirable is believed 
to have ‘‘played an important part in leading 
to the situation in which the Commission now 
finds themselves.’’ With responsibility for 
the provision of profitable services only 
while receiving compensation for maintain- 
ing unprofitable ones required in the public 
interest, the Commission would be _ the 
recipient of open subsidies on the basis of 
precise financial information which pre- 
supposes a fairly accurate accounting system. 
This is an interesting proposal and will no 
doubt be considered in the light of the alter- 
native revision of the railways’ capital 
structure which may be recommended by 
the Stedeford Committee. The report is 
reasoned, informative and incisive, and is 
worthy of close study by all interested in 
transport. 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


_— roadrailer evolved by British 
and the Pressed Steel 


., 
now undergoing 


Railways 
Limited, is 
on the 


Ravne 


railway tests 
Eastern Region between Braintree and 
(illustrations, page 10) 

A new airport loading vehicle for a 5-ton load 
has been developed by Dennis Brothers, 
Limited 


The Minister of Aviation has announced the 


names of those who, with Lord Terrington, 
will constitute the Air Transport Licensing 
Board (page 7) 

Regulations have been laid before Parlia- 


ment imposing the experimental 50 m.p.h 
speed limit on 110 miles of trunk roads within 
the London traffic area during the August Bank 























Holiday weekend and the five succeeding week 
ends in August and September. This is 64 miles 
more than at Whitsun. Some 700 miles of road 
outside the London traflic area were the subject 
of a subsequent order 

Sir Leslie Gamage is relinquishing the manag 
ing directorship and, at the end of this year, the 
chairmanship of the General Electric Co., 
Limited 

The first of 10 new trailer cars for the tram 
services of Blackpool Corporation has begun 
work. It has M.C.W. bodywork and Maley and 
Taunton trucks. More will be delivered this 
season and the rest in time for next year's 

The first of the new eight-car trains of 1959 
Tube stock were introduced by London Trans- 
port on the Central Line on July 25. The 
diamond jubilee of the line falls on July 30 
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THE STATE OF BRITISH RAILWAYS 


Report of Select Committee 


CRITICISM OF ACCOUNTING METHODS 


NVITED by the chairman of the British 
Transport Commission to examine its 
railway activities the Select Committee on 

Nationalised Industries (Reports and Accounts 


has now presented its report to Parliament 
(H.M. Stationery Office. Price 5s. 6d It held 
28 meetings and carried out a thorough investi 
gation setting out its findings in considerable 
detail After reviewing tne tructure { the 
Commission the report goes t that the 
Commission set ut the fie hich { 
reserves t ot t itseli r t 
elegate them t ‘ It n é f 

af Howeve ; qui ' es r 
became evident that in f i great fie i 


decision had been devol 


the 


reasons for 


ved upon ; 
Commission, that 
the retention by the ¢ 





and there were good 


ommiussion ot 








the remaining powers 

Nearly half of the tota ot railway tratt is 
inter-regional, passing the boundary between one 
area and the next at some point in its trave This 
illustrates the extent to which the railways form 
one national unit, and it follows that rolling-stocl 
should in general be able to move anywhere in the 
system. To ensure this, there must be some stan 
dardisation of equipment, of stores, of maintenance 
and training of staff; and this can best be done 
from the centre. Again it is clearly more sensible 


(particularly when the industry is so short of top 


grade technical staff) that the work of such staff 
as it has should be available for the good of the 
whole system The general dearth of men to fill 
the top posts in industry to some extent justifies 


the control kept over top appointments through 
out British Railways 
Devolution 


These matters and others (such as the allocation 
of manufacture among the diminishing number of 
railway workshops) can clearly be best organised 
from the centre. But on the other hand in such a 
vast concern as this, responsibility for operational 
management must devolve on units The 
Commission has taken steps to see that the initia 


lower 


tive and ability which exists at regional level and 
below should not be wasted 

The need to send large schemes to the Com 
mission results inevitably in a delay; but an area 
board chairman said that, for a middling-sized 
scheme costing £500,000, the delay would be 
about a month and less in urgent cases; for big 
schemes, the delay may naturally be quite a lot 
longer. The area boards, which are not themselves 


technically qualified, say they value the second 


look at these projects which this machinery allows 


Accounts 

An important factor in railway operating is the 
reliance placed on cost-accountancy as a measure 
of efficiency. This, while it may be common form 
in other very large organisations, is a new develop 
ment in railway accounting. The system relies on 
the region, in whose area the service originates, to 
see that the costing is done, notwithstandng the 
fact that the may involve other 
The result is that the costs and the receipts of a 
particular stream of traffic may be ascertainable 
but to go further profit and 
graphical area is much more difficult 
1 is fairly self-contained, or unless an ap 
ment of costs and 
arbitrarily made 

The present 
Railways 
the right 
efticiency, to 


results 


service regions 


and get the loss of a 
unless the 


ortion 


geo 
ure 
receipts between regions is 
British 
figures and 

it to judge its 
trathc, to compare 
and to see how its 


is, then, that 
enough 


situation 
that it 
system to 


feels has 
enable 
trends of 
with preceding years 


watch 


operations are measuring up to the forecasts made 





at the end of the previous year. But these fi 
are all based on originating traffic they 
assessed by the region where the traffic begins 


irrespective of the part played by other regions in 


actually transmitting the traffic Indeed the area 
boards as a whole now seem to be moving indi 


vidually towards the fuller accounts which would 
they think, help them in the management of their 


regions. The Southern Region—where it would be 


easiest to introduce self-accounting, because of its 
self-contained nature—says it is already fairly 
close to having regional accounts 
Organisation on Right Lines 
The Committee is convinced that the British 
Railways are to an important degree a _ single 


integrated system. Within the system, as a matter 
of management, decentralisation of responsibility 
for operational management is essential. But some 
measure of central co-ordination is needed. 
Accordingly, the regions should have _ proper 
managerial responsibility, but they should not be 
completely autonomous Without committing 
itself on details, and without discussing the past, 
the Committee believes that the general lines on 


which the Commission is now working—both in 
central co-ordination and in decentralisation of 
manageria! responsibility—are right. But it is 


clear that the Commission could and should have 
introduced at a much earlier date improvements in 
costing and the measures to ascertain the profit- 
ability of regions and services. 

The area boards are further developing 
decentralisation of managerial responsibility below 
the level of general manager. The Committee does 
not wish to comment on the existence of these 
boards, but it does seem to it to be right that the 
boards themselves should concentrate on policy 
and genera] guidance, leaving all executive matters 
to their general managers who should act as 
managing directors. The Committee agrees with 
the Commission both that there is a great advan 
tage in having available on these boards part-time 
directors with outside experience, and that the fees 
paid to these men are commensurate neither with 
their responsibilities nor with their usefulness 


Staff 

Although Sir Brian Robertson, the chairman of 
the B.T.¢ said that the turnround of wagons is 
now causing the greatest concern, the Committee 
is not satisfied that enough attention has been paid 
in the past to this problem, and believes that it is 
essential that improvements in wagon turnround 
should be made, and made rapidly. British Rail- 
ways has in recent years reduced the number of 
their employees to a considerably greater extent 
than it has reduced its services and productivity 
has risen by 27 per cent since 1948. But the 
Committee regrets to note that work study, which 
has been proved at Reading Station to lead to 


reduction of a third in 





greater efficiency despite a 
the number of staff, has not been applied to many 
more stations 
The B.T.C. should have taken more steps t 
increase the numbers of its qualified staff at the 
é hen new method re being introduced or 
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ig ‘bet 1 conflicting designs 
Modernisation Plan 
The modernisation plan was naturally examined 
by the Ministry of Transport and the Treasury 
which, as guardians together of public funds, had 
i joint responsibility [he p'!an was considered 
though not in detail and not on technical grounds 


rhe Ministry pointed out that, in giving its bene 


diction to the plan, it did not underwrite the 
details of it, it did not know the details. Within 
15 months the plan was re-examined and in the 
I 
belief that the Commission would be achieving a 
balance on revenue account in 1961 or 1962 the 
plans were accepted. Late in 1957 a new assess 
ment was made of the cost, which was then 


reckoned at £1,500 million—the original estimate 
was £1,240 million. Some of the increase was due 
to the fact that the cost of the work to be done 
had been more precisely estimated. Eventually 
another £160 million was added, making the total 
34 per cent more than the original estimate The 
Treasury found a rise of this kind ‘somewhat 
surprising’ 

When railway earnings fell below the anticipated 
level in 1958 the Commission initiated a_ full 
detailed, and urgent review of the plan The 
Ministry not only found that the expected cost 
of the plan had but it doubtful 
whether it would bring in the profits that had been 
hoped for The Ministry then began to ask for 
a much more detailed justification of the scheme: 
and at the beginniny of this year it asked that all 
mes more than £250,000 should be 
referred to it for its views rhus, for the first 
time, the Ministry became aware of the way in 
which the commission's figures had been calcu 
lated. What it learnt came as a shock.”’ 


risen became 


sche costing 


Astonishing Calculations 
The Committee found _ that 
schemes were bringing in great increases 1n re¢ eipts, 


modernisation 


but the calculations of these increases were all 
based on the improvements made; they did not by 
themselves indicate whether a line was now 


making a profit or a loss. The question had to be 
asked whether the them 


selves commensurate with the capital cost of the 


increases in receipts were 


schemes. It could only be assumed that schemes 
costing very many millions of pounds were put 
forward in the earl lays of modernisation by the 


1 by ce part 
ipparently 


two side Ss 


Commission, and allowed to go forwart 


ments, on the basis of figures which 
meant completely different things to the 

Furthermore, the Committee is 
the way in which the Commission 


to set in motion 


istonished at 


has been able 


modernisation schemes 
the ec 


possible alte 


great 
the departments comparing 
of them with those of the 
schemes; that in giving a banker 
expenditure on the London Midland ¢ 


without onomics 
rnative 
s sanction to the 


lectrification 


for example, the Ministry did not know what the 
ilternative expenditur in using diesel traction 
would be 
Priorities 
Revenue improvements from diesel traction 


would clearly be gained more quickly than those 
from new electrification. But the Commission has 
been insistent that electrification has great advan 
tages and backs the London Midland scheme 
without reservation both on grounds of attraction 
to passengers and cheaper running costs. There 
seems little doubt that the work on this scheme 
has, in the short run, greatly added to costs along 
the line and caused a worsening of services there; 
this will continue until the work is completed. But 
if electrification is right in the long run, these dis- 
advantages had to be incurred some time; and on 
the evidence given there are no considerations 
which would justify the abandonment of the 
London Midland electrification at this stage despite 
the low rate of return. The right policy now seems 
to be to complete the scheme as soon as possible. 

The same priority of securing quick improve- 
ment should also have led to a much quicker 
reduction in uneconomic services, branch lines and 
inessential stations. The Commission admits that 
that has not taken place. It seems unlikely that 
it can take place with any speed until decisions 
have been reached on the size and shape of British 
Railways—decisions which are, as can be seen, 
essential to the proper planning of the railways’ 
modernisation, and which should therefore have 
been taken several years ago. Another priority in 
the modernisation plan was that sufficient tech- 
nical staff should be recruited to enable it to be 
carried out; but here the B.T.C. was unable to get 
what it needed. It seems that the Commission 
chose the right priorities in its plan but failed, for 
another, 


one reason or fully to implement them 
The argument that railways should be relieved 
of the track costs is based upon the belief that 


the burden of them is unfair when viewed in the 
context of the railway’s competition with road 
But in fact the road user pays each year in 
taxes for the use of his vehicles and its fuel con- 
siderably more than the annual cost of road 
maintenance, signalling and construction. There 
is no case on grounds of fair competition to relieve 


users 


the railways of track costs. 
Compensation for Intervention 
The combined effect of the intervention by 
Ministers in the proposed increase of fares and 
charges in 1952 and 1956 appears to have been 


between 15 million and £23} million, and the Com- 
mission argues that the effect may have been 
(Continued on page 7) 
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(Founded 1840) 


THE PIONEER OF STAFF LIFE ASSURANCE 

For more than a hundred years this Association has 

specialised in Staff Assurance Schemes and we shall be 

pleased to give you the benefit of our expert knowledge 

in this field, and also in that of Pension Schemes in the 

operation of which the Association has had many years 
of experience. 


Write for full particulars: 


J. M. Robertson, Managing Director 
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25-31 MOORGATE, LONDON E.C.2 


Telephone MONarch 9151 











A total of thirty-five 3,300 h.p. 25 kV a.c. locomotives, 


together with forty sets of locomotive electrical equipment, 


have been ordered from AEI by British Railways. 


Please send enquiries to AEI Traction Division, 
Trafford Park, Manchester, \7, or to your local AEI Office, 


Traction Division 
Manchester ‘ Rugby * London 


Associated Electrical industries Limited 
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Success of Hauliers’ Tax Claims 





ITHDRAWAL by the Ioland Revenue of 
its request for a High Court opinion on two 
important principles means that decisions 

in favour of hauliers by the Special Commissioners 
of Income Tax will now stand. This was an 
nounced by Mr. N. T. O'Reilly, a national vice 
chairman of the Koad Haulage Association, and 
chairman of the Association's finance committee, 
at a meeting of the executive committee on 
July 27. The first principle goes back to the Trans 
port Act, 1947, In certain cases where compen 
sation for nationalisation was paid to hauliers, the 
income tax authorities are entitled to lev; 
balancing charges in respect of the vehicles that 


were taken over The assessment of the 

is to be made by reference to open market value 
and the income tax authorities had maintained that 
this was in effect the same as the compensati 
received for the vehicles from the British Trans 
port Commission The decision by the Special 


Commissioners, which is no longer challenged, is 
that in each case an independent valuation should 
be made to arrive at the open market value. The 
second principle now finally established concerns 
the initial allowances hauliers are entitled to claim 
in respect of vehicles purchased from the B.T.¢ 

under the Transport Act, 1953. The Special Com 
missioners agree with the contention made on 
behalf of the hauliers that the price they paid for 
vehicles did not include an element representing 
the value for the special A licences for which they 
were entitled to apply after purchase 


Reactions of Drivers to be Sought 
N EMBERS of the Traders Road Transport 


Association are being asked to ascertain the 
reactions of their commercial vehicle drivers using 
the area to experiments to be made on the Euston 
Road—Marylebone route to eliminate right-hand 
turns. The experiment starts at the end of July 
and a total of 11 right turning movements will be 
prohibited. 


Municipal Results 


West Hartlepool.—Net profit of £13,270 compared with 
£25,064. Working expenses rose during the year by £7,771 
while revenue fell by £4,127. There was a fall of 2.68 per cent 
in the number of passengers carried. 

Leicester.—-Despite wage increases and purchase of a number 
of new buses, there was a profit of £24,978. Revenue totalled 
£1,113,879. Expenditure on new buses and garage improve 
ments was £76,000 and wage increases required £25,000 in a 
foll year. Allocation of the surplus recommended was £11,000 
to Sek with the remainder spent on resurfacing the depot 
yard 


Newport Proposals 

To cut its losses, Newport (Mon.) Transport 

Committee is to recommend the Town Council 
to introduce large-capacity buses when purchasing 
replacements. The committee also recommends 
that all services should be studied for possible 
revision and that administrative work should be 
centralised at the Corporation Road depot and that 
an office building costing about £16,500 be erected 
there. The committee has decided not to engage 
outside consultants, nor to introduce one-man 
buses. 


Evidence of Minibus Misuse 
YOMPANIES in the B.E.T. group are evidently 
concentrating on the damage done to their 


revenues by minibuses or utility vehicles operated 
without road service licences and contrary to the 


spirit of the smal] bus concession for rural areas 
At the annual general meeting of the Western 
Welsh Omnibus Co., Limited, Mr. J. S. Wills 
followed other B.E.T. bus company chairmen in 
exposing evidence of illegal or unfair operations 
The wholesale cheating which takes place over the 
ise of these vehicles has now reached the propor 
tions of a national scandal, Mr. Wills averred 


the city. Declared the speaker: ‘‘The difficulty 
is they have to ‘belt along’ from one stop to the 
next to keep to schedule.’’ The deputy manager, 
Mr. A. W. Fielder, said he thought the situation 
would be eased by reducing the ten-minute head 
way to 12 minutes. Twelve more one-man buses 
are to be acquired 


Progress of Tanker Businesses 
MINCE the acquisition by Bulwark Transport, 
Limited, of John Ancliff and Co., Limited, the 
Manchester bulk liquid haulier, last year, the latter 
business has expanded considerably and offices and 
i garage are in course of construction. A new 
depot at Warrington is in use. Bulwark Transport 


i 





The low line in delivery vehicles: Karrier Bantam for a prominent London wholesale grocer; 
right, one of a radio-controlled London fleet of 3-ton Austins distributing Fyffes bananas. The 
side sheets are striped in gay blue and white 


This would be recognised by the fact that no less 
than 104 such vehicles were counted near Cardiff 
City football ground during the course of an 
association football match last winter. Very few 
of these vehicles were even licensed as a_ public 
service vehicle, and it is much more than a guess 
that the vast majority of them were being run, in 
effect, as small unlicensed fare-taking buses. It 
was often most dificult to obtain a conviction 
because the passengers and the drivers were in the 
same conspiracy, but even when conviction had 
been obtained there was apt to be misplaced sym 
pathy for the defendants 


Income Tax Summonses 


[ESCRIBED in the charges as a garage pro 

prietor, Robert Frederick Soul, of High 
Street, Olney, Bucks, alleged to have underpaid 
£85,000 in income tax and surtax during the past 
six years, was committed for trial to Northampton 
Assizes by the magistrate at Northampton last 
week on 16 of the 17 summonses against him 
Dr. Eric Shaw, the magistrate, dismissed one 
summons which alleged that Soul had uttered a 
forged document. Soul pleaded not guilty and 
reserved his defence. He was allowed bail in the 
sum of £1,000 


One-Man Buses in a City 


YRITICISM of one-man buses operated by Ports- 
mouth Passenger Transport Department 
continues. ‘‘If you are standing on one of these 
buses, you are ‘rocking and rolling’ around as if 
you were on a ship in a storm,’’ the passenger 
transport committee was told by Councillor 
M. J. E. Wallis when members heard that it was 
proposed to introduce buses on another route in 


is also to have new offices at Chippenham. Together, 
Bulwark Transport and John Ancliff had a gross 
operating profit of £293,857 in the year 1959 and 
net profit after tax was £98,384, compared with 
£86,277 in the previous year 


London Haulage Business 


N our May 7 issue it was stated that the London 
haulage business of Albert E. Ewer, Limited, 
Shoreditch, had changed hands. We are now in- 
formed that this company has no connections with 
any other business. 


Licensing H.Q. Denies Rumour 


RUMOUR that the North of Scotland traffic 
area headquarters might be moved away from 
Aberdeen to Edinburgh is denied by a spokesman 
at the area office in Edinburgh. No such thing was 
contemplated, within his knowledge, he said. The 
rumour has arisen out of the impending retirement 
next month of the deputy licensing authority for 
goods vehicles and deputy chairman of the Scottish 
Area Traffic Commissioners, Mr. Alex Robertson, 
who presides in Aberdeen. Mr. Robertson said he 
had never heard of the rumour. (See page 11.) 
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London Transport Tries Again 


N a letter to all central area men posted in 
garages this week, Mr. J. B. Burnell, operating 
manager, Central Road Services, London Trans- 
port, calls the rejection by the joint delegate con- 
ference of the incentive bonus scheme a tragedy. 
He feels that if they had all known the benefits 
they would at least have been wiling to try it on 
an experimental basis for six months. London 
Transport comsidered that the public should be 
better served and that its staff should share in 
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increased takings. It also felt that the men should 
share in savings made in operational costs and that 
everyone should be capable of influencing his indi- 
vidual earnings by his own effort. The scheme did 
all these things and there had also been a readiness 
to ease weekend conditions and to add to various 
existing allowances 


Licences and Prohibitions Regulations 


N° change of substance in present procedure is 
Ps made in the Goods Vehicle (Licences and 
Prohibitions) Regulations, 1960, which consolidate 
the 1952 regulations and subsequent amendments 
The regulations were circulated last week in draft 
form by the Ministry of Transport 


Example from a 74-Year-Old 





| AST week, Ripley Urban Council agreed t 
d on 3 8 
provide materials for 74-year-old Mr George 
Beresford t build a bus shelter for his villag yt 
Ridgeway He is tired of f le counci 
to build one, so offered to do it himself free of 
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normally costs £140 


Bristol Haulier Expands 


A CQ ISITION by Transport (Bristol), Limited 
‘ meat haulier, of the Plymouth meat transport 
firm of C. W. Bygrave, Limited, has been an 
nounced Mr. Peter J. Wise is appointed sole 
director. Plans are in hand to build a cold store 


for meat and frozen foods near Plymouth cattle 
market which will fit into the network of depots 
already established by the Wise group of compan 
ies. Mr. C. W. Bygrave will now act as Plymouth 
representative of Transport (Bristol), Limited, and 
associated companies 


Room for Lorries in Meter Zones 


(PHE Ministry of Transport is being asked by 

Iraders Road Transport Association to make 
provision in all future parking meter schemes for 
the parking of large commercial vehicles. Mr 
R. E. G. Brown, the T.R.T.A. London secretary, 
explained recently that the fact that no vehicles 
are officially allowed to stop in a parking meter 
zone except to load or unload other than at the 
official parking bays and that this applies to goods 
vehicles as well as any others, presents an obvious 
difficulty for vehicles which are too large to use 
the standard 20 ft. parking bay. The problem had 
been kept well in mind by the T.R.T.A. since the 
first parking meter scheme was commenced but 
whilst these were limited in number there was no 
practical problem. As the schemes begin to extend, 
however, a real problem arises as to where such 
vehicles are to stop; apart from anything else 
there is the statutory requirement regarding meal 
breaks to take into consideration 


Bus and Coach Developments 


W. H. Hastelow and Co., Limited, applies for a Saturday 
service between Ledbury and Hallwood Green via Leddington 

To serve new housing development London Transport 
extended its country bus route 360 (Luton—Caddington) to 
Ledwell Road, Caddington, on July 20 

Charles W. Banfield, Limited, applies for various express 
services to airports previously operated by Lewis Cronshaw, 
Limited, in connection with flights of Eagle Aviation 

As an experiment George Ewer and Co., Limited, proposes 
next winter to divert its London-—Great Yarmouth service 
through Southwold 

The site of the Putney Bridge garage of London Transport 
which was used by the National Steam Car Co., Limited, until 
1919 and was closed following the London bus strike of 1958 
is being developed as a 16-storey office block 
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angle-planned vehicles 


NMIORRIS ANGLE-PLANNING gives you 
KERB-VIEW 
FLOOR WINDOWS 






you’re loads better off with 





One of the great safety features on Morris 
angle-planned vehicles... floor windows. Gives the 
driver a closer view of the kerb, lets him park and 
manoeuvre more easily, more precisely. Lets him 
see whether children are playing near the wheels. 
Maintaining this extra-range vision the angle- 
planned cabs have swept windscreen, generous 
quarter lights, wide door-windows, broad rear 
windows. All contributing to safer driving, quicker 
turn-round. The doors, too, establish a new concept 
in cab access. Rear hinged and angled, they project 
only an inch or two beyond the vehicle width when 
fully open. They save effort getting in and out, 
cannot interfere with passing traffic. Adding to 
angle-planned efficiency in driving are features such 
as: four-way seat adjustment, twin link driven 
wipers, practical lighting control, servo braking. 
You get choice of diesel or petrol power too. Plus 
the knowledge that-bumper to tailboard-the 
angle-planned vehicles are built Morris tough for 
long, profitable service. So much - with the saving 


advantage of new low prices, too. Your Morris 


dealer will tell you more. 


All this — and lower prices too! 


and the MEW 
iS TONNER/ 


Extends Morris 


angle-planned 
saving and safety 
to local, light 


; 


delivery work 


MORRIS COMMERCIAL CARS LTD., ADDERLEY PARK, BIRMINGHAM 8, Overseas Business : Nuffield Exports Ltd., Oxford and 41-46 Piccadilly, W.1 @ M.C.50 
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NEW SHUNTER IN PRODUCTION 





Ruston LSSH 275 EP. Unit 


ALTERNATIVE TRANSMISSIONS TO BE AVAILABLE 


| VOLLOWING the recent addition of 156 h.p 
diesel-hydraulic locomotive to its already 
extensive range of industrial shunters, 


Ruston and Hornsby, Limited, has now placed in 
production a 275 h.p. machine with much the same 


features, which it feels will meet a definite market 
requirement This type has been designated the 
LSSH, and already nine are under construction at 
the company’s works at Lincoln; eight for the 
Siderurgia Nacional, S.A.R.L f Portugal, and 
ne for the Kellogg International Corporation 
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General arrangement of the new Ruston 275 h.p. shunter 


The prototype machine was put into service a 
year ago and has since covered some 3,000 miles on 
a variety of trials, including long hauls with heavy 
loads at relatively slow speeds, short intermittent 
hauls in congested sidings with sharp curves to test 
the engine’s manoeuvrability, and long runs at 
maximum speeds on down gradients to test the 
braking capacity. In all these trials, which were 
carried out to test behaviour of the locomotive in 
optimum service conditions, its performance proved 
entirely satisfactory, and no modifications other 
than minor routine adjustments were necessary 


Engine and Transmission 

All the LSSH locomotives at present under con 
struction and the prototype have the 0-4-0 wheel 
arrangement and weigh 32 tons. For lighter axle 
loading a 34 ton 0-6-0 is available, giving 11.3 tons 
per axle against 16 tons per axle with the 0-4-0. 
At present both have a hydraulic transmission in 
corporating a Twin-Disc three-stage torque con 
verter by British Twin-Disc, Limited, but it is 
intended that by early next year a version with 
diesel-electric transmission will be available. The 
use of these stepless transmissions has been in- 
fluenced by the fact that consumer research 
indicates that they are more popular in the higher 
power ranges. It is of course arguable that these 
transmissions show a reduced overall efficiency com- 
pared with a mechanical transmission, but they 
have the advantage of giving a more efficient 
utilisation. For example, a diesel mechanical loco- 
motive may haul 1,000 tons up a 1 in 200 gradient 
at 3 m.p.h. or in second gear 500 tons at 6 m.p.h., 
but if the load is more than 500 tons the engine 
cannot operate in second gear and the speed will 
be limited to 3 m.p.h. In these circumstanees the 
mechanical transmission fails to make use of the 


available engine power, whereas the stepless trans 


mission does allow the load to be propelled at a 
speed commensurate with the overall efficiency of 
the engine power! A torque converter gives an 


overall efficiency of 70 per cent between the main 
working speeds of 5-10 m.p.h., although outside 
this range it is rather less 

The torque converter used in the LSSH is the 
type CF13800 and is flange mounted on the fly 
wheel housing of the engine with a cut-off clutch 





The new locomotive 


incorporated between the torque converter and the 
engine flywheel. The power unit is a Paxman 
6 RPHL vee-form diesel engine developing 275 
b.h.p. at 1,360 r.p.m. and is mounted in the loco- 
motive frame on resilient rubber mountings and 
restrained longitudinally by welded steel chocks. 
Fuel is supplied by a six-element C.A.V. fuel in- 
jection pump, with an integral fuel lift pump 
driven from the free end gear train. Injectors are 
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Air for the brake and other services is supplied 
by a single stage compressor belt driven from the 
main engine. A down hand brake is also 
provided. A centrifugal pump circ ulates the water, 
and a thermostatically operated electrical switch 
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Tractive effort plotted against speed 


indicates any overheating of water or oil by 
actuating warning buzzers in the cab 

Power control of the locomotive is by a single 
lever connected to the engine governor and by a 
valve which supplies air to the torque converter 


clutch-operating cylinder 
is that for reversing and these controls, together 
with the sanding and whistle are grouped 
h side of the cab 


brake 


on ea 
The LSSH may be described as an extremely 
robust, simple and easily main 
tained machine It has a maxi 
mum starting tractive effort of 
23,000 Ib. and will haul 1,250 
tons on the level at 2 m.p.h 
or 530 tons at 10 m.p.h. Simi 
larly on a gradient of 1 in 100 


it will take 490 tons at 2 m.p.h 
164 tons at 10 m.p.h The 
0-4-0 is available in gauges from 


4 ft. 8} in. to 5 ft. 6 in. and 
the 0-6-0 from one metre to 
5 ft. 6 in. For all gauges the 
wheelbase of the 0-4-0 is 7 ft 


and the 0-6-0 8 ft. 6 in. Similarly 
the length over the frames is 
21 ft. 3 in. on the 0-4-0 and 22 ft 
on the 0-6-0 
diameter is 3 ft. 3 in. and 
overall width 8 ft. 6 in. for 
gauges up to 4 ft. 8} in. and 9 ft. 
3 in. for anything wider than standard. All models 
have a 185-gal. fuel tank located in a separate 
bonnet structure behind thte cab. 

I 


High Duty Alloys, Limited, has transferred its 


Birmingham sales office from Queen’s College 
Chambers, Paradise Street, to 369 City Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, 16 (Telephone: Bear- 


wood 2344). 











Handsome frontal appearance of Scottish Region suburban electric set 





seen at Milngavie 


The driving wheel | 


| 
At the side of this lever 
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The first A.C. Electric Locomotive 
for British Railways 















British Railways type “A” 3,300 hp. 25kV 

50 cycle a.c. electric locomotive, one of 23 being 

supplied by Associated Electrical Industries Ltd., 

for service on the London Midland Region. 
(photo by courtesy of British Railways) 
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BRAKES 


The vacuum controlled straight-air brake 
operates the air brake on the locomotive 


in conjunction with the 
application on the train. 


vacuum brake 


An independent air brake valve is fitted 
for controlling the locomotive when 
running light or hauling unbraked stock. 


All the equipment is of the latest Westing- 
house lightweight type—the modern 
brake for modern conditions. 


Brakes designed and made in England by— 


Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd., 82 York Way, King’s Cross, London, N.1 


iIndia—Saxby & Farmer (india) Private Ltd., Calcutta 





Australia—Westingh Brake (Austral 


ja) Pty. Ltd., Concord West, N.S.W. 


South Africa—Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. S.A. (Pty.) Ltd., Johannesburg 
Agents :~Bellamy & Lambie, Johannesburg 





80 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF RAILWAY BRAKES 

















CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


Semi-Display 


Semi-display advertisements 
classified columns of MODERN TRANSPORT. 
Rate: 48s. per single column inch. 


MODERN TRANSPORT, 3-16 WOBURN PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 


can be inserted in the 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 

















CLEANLIN 


LINESS 





SANDEMAN BROTHERS LTD. 


have 30 years’ experience in designing 


Cleansing Materials 
for modern transport 


X.L.54 for underworks and radiators of Diesel 
Rail Cars. 


C.P.C. for paintwork of motor vehicles, Diesel, 
Electric and Steam locomotives 


C.M.S. and O.M.5S. for Engine carbon removal 
Degreasing and Paint Stripping agents. 

R.19 for all concrete floors. 

SAROUL Antidermatitis Skin Cleanser. 


Testing samples and literature on request to Dept. TG 


Regular users include : 
BRITISH RAILWAYS, BET. FEDERATION, BOAC., 
IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD., B.E.A., etc, 


Sandeman Brothers Ltd. 


BILSLAND DRIVE « MARYHEL «+ GLASGOW 





OFFICIAL NOTICE 


UNITED AUTOMOBILE SERVICES, LIMITED 
AND 
DURHAM DISTRICT SERVICES, LIMITED 








CHIEF ENGINEER 





CHIEF ENGINEER will be required from 
January 1, 1961, by the above Companies 
which operate approximately 1,100 public service 
vehicles from headquarters in Darlington. 
Applicants should have had extensive experience 
in passenger road transport operations 
There is a contributory pension scheme 
Applications, setting out full particulars of age, 
present position, experience and indicating salary 
expected, to be submitted not later than Friday, 
August 19, 1960, marked ‘Private and Confiden- 
tial,’’ and addressed to the Chairman, United 
Automobile Services, Limited, 10 Fleet Street, 
London, E.C.4 


+ 











A Subscription to 


MODERN TRANSPORT 


will keep you in touch 
with all British and Foreign 
transport developments 





























more turnover 


More customers, 











WITH THIS ATTRACTIVE 
TIME-SAVING HYGIENIC MOBILE SHOP 


ANB a BANA 


with petrol or diesel power unit to choice 


A low load chassis of short wheelbase with ample bodyspace makes 





for efficiency and easy handling, a chrome bore petrol or a diesel 
engine gives real economy of operation, whilst hygienic bodywork, 
specially designed and built for individual trades by Smith’s De- 
livery Vehicles Ltd. of Gateshead-on-Tyne, draws new customers 


everywhere, to whom attractive hire purchase terms are available. 


A ROOTES BUILT STRONGER TO LAST LONGER! 








KARRIER MOTORS LTD. LUTON BEDS. EXPORT DIVISION: ROOTES LTD. DEVONSHIRE HOUSE PICCADILL “ LONDON W.! 


MODERN TRANSPORT 
JULY 30, 1960 


NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 





Origination and Destination Survey in London 

The Minister of Transport says that he has in 
mind an overall origin and destination survey of 
London traffic, to be carried out by traffx 
engineers. The matter is now under discussion be 
tween his Department and the London County 
Council and its results might be available in about 











18 months’ time 
—=o<— 
London Transport Steam Locomotives 
A sixth ex-G.W.R. 0-6-0 57XX-class pannier 
tank locomotive has been purchased by London 
rransport for engineering train haulag Further 
uch locomotives will be ac q lired as old Metr i 
tan and Railway engines are scrapped 
rhe pres < of steam locomotives totals 13 
Dut this if bably be reduced t 11 wher 
fication of the Met politan Line is completed 
<—es— 
Drove Vehicle on Stopped-Up Road 
When a steel erector appeared in Nottingham 
July 18 on a charge of drivi i Castle 
Gate, Nottingham, without insurance, he told the 
magistrates that the road was closed at the time 
He said that the road was closed owing to building 


operations and was, therefore, part of the site. As 
an employee, he was covered by insurance for any 
accident which occurred on the site The magis 


trates decided to adjourn the case so that he could 


produce the insurance certificate 
<—e><— 
G.P.O. to Examine Transit Arrangements 
The Post Office is to take a general look at 


arrangements for mail transits and to see whether, 
in particular, it can reduce the amount of handling 
and the number of transfers that some mails now 
get in transit. This requires a detailed and prac 
tical examination and the Postmaster-General 
has therefore decided to set up a study group to 
go into these questions. The group will include 
representatives from eutside industry with experi 
ence in this kind of problem as well as from the 
Post Office. 
—O— 

Transport in Third Indian Plan 

The draft of the third five-year plan for India, 
just published, states that the experience of the 
past few years has underlined the importance of 
transport in economic planning. Though there has 
since been a marked improvement in the transport 
situation, the railways are still under some strain 
In view of the prospect of further rapid industrial 
isation this is likely to continue throughout the 
period of the third plan It is proposed to allot 
in the third plan Rs.14,500 million for the pro 
grammes relating to transport and communications 
in the public sector. Of this Rs.8,900 million will 
be provided for the railways, and Rs. 2,680 million 
for roads and road transport. The railway develop 
ment programme in the plan period is formulated 
on the basis of traffic reaching about 235 million 
tons in 1965-66, the last year. The volume of traffic 
is thus expected to increase by 73 million tons or 
by about 45 per cent over the period. Provision 
is made for the construction of 1,200 miles of new 
lines. The chief engineers of State governments 
and the central government have recently formu- 
lated another 20-year road development plan for 
the period 1961-81. 





Talks on Irish Channel Services 

Mr. Erskine Childers, Eire Minister for Transport 
and Power, last week, accompanied by officers of 
his department and the chairman of Coras lompair 


Eireann, Dr. ( S. Andrews, met Sir Reginald 
Wilson, chairman of the London Midland Area 
Board, Mr general manager of the 


David Blee 
7 


London Midland Region of British Railways and 
other British Railways officials in London. There 
vas an exchange of views on the subject of the 


the Holyhead—Dun Laoghaire 
made for further dis 
} 


official leve 


improvement ol 
services Arrangements were 


sions on points of detail at 


—e><—* 
Diesel Locomotives for Moorgate Trains 
t 1 t Pan Bedford set 


he S ras 
vice, introduced in January this year 





have in 
eased by nearly 20 per cent, a1 I tl 
I Virdiat R f re f x 
er! \ 1 
lera } b ad ng 
t ar Leagravy Flitwick and at othe pi s 
Many isewives are encouraged by the ff-peak 
cheap fares. The steam services on the line to and 
from Moorgate will shortly be hauled by diesel 
locomotives, the first of which has just been 
delivered. These locomotives are specially equipped 
to work ver the London Transport lines to 
Moorgate 
<x Om 
Fares Up Steeply in Paris 
The very low fares on the Paris transport 
system the R.A.T.P., equivalent of London 


Transport, are to go up sharply from August 1. 
A weekly season ticket on the Metropolitain 
(underground railway), at present costing 2s. 3d., 
will go up to 4s. 3d. and a book of ten single tickets 


from 4s. 3d. to 5s. 3d. A book of ten bus tickets 
will also go up to 5s. 3d. In the suburban, it is 


stated, the increases will be even steeper, especially 
for season tickets. The increases are a determined 
step to deal with the R.A.T.P. deficit and the 
re-equipment of the underground. To sugar the 
pill, the wage bonus which employees in the Paris 
region receive, to compensate for extra transport 
costs, will be raised. 
<= OX 

Use of Road Revenue 

New Zealand had been fortunate that revenue 
from road users had been used for constructing new 
roads, said the president of the New Zealand Road 
Federation, Mr. P. Proctor. Since the war there 
had been a 100 per cent increase in the number of 
vehicles in the country; a 100 per cent increase in 
petrol consumption and a 20 per cent increase in 
population. As New Zealand’s population growth 
was one of the highest in the world it could be 
expected that the of motor vehicles would 
increase in proportion, he said. Road transport 
was the most flexible system and also the cheapest. 
There was the question of road versus rail. Un- 
doubedly the railways were an important part of 
the transport system. All the road federation 
wanted was the right of operators to choose the 
system they wanted and the vehicles in which 
goods were transported, Mr. Proctor said. Motor 
vehicle duty has just been reduced from 40 to 33} 
per cent and 2d. a gal. has come off the tax on 
petrol. 


use 























(90 Ibs 


LENS SYSTEM 8%’ and 54" dia. doublet stepped lens with moulded sector 
for close-up indication. 

Permanently mounted at correct focal spacing in housing carrying lamp holder 
base, thereby maintaining focus on removal of lens mounting. Externally 
water-tight, internally dust-tight “Spreadlite” sector lens can be fitted. 


LAMP HOLDER limits the insertion of lamp in relation to contact pressure. 
Suitable for double or triple pole lamps. 


CASEWORK Light alloy with each aspect in a compartment, so eliminating 
stray indications. 

Door hinged and stayed to right or left hand side, gasketted and secured in 
position by suretight clamp. Flat topped to cater for route or junction indica- 
tor. Cable entry at top, bottom or either side. Mounting arrangements for 
pole or gantry with simple transit and elevation adjustments. 








All signal units can be supplied complete with 








TYER & COMPANY LIMITED 


| =E-be- Lelit-tal-ie Mt note dn 


PERRAM WORKS: MERROW SIDING 
GUILDFORD - SURREY 


; 


ONE, TWO, THREE OR FOUR ASPECTS 


LIGHT IN WEIGHT AND COST 


(two aspect type) 
- £45) 





COLOU 
LIGHT 
SIGNAL 


BACKLIGHT fitted if required (Sidelights and back light units interchange- 


able). 


SIDELIGHTS to left or right hand side as required. 


HOODS 12”, 18” or 24” in length. 


BACKGROUND 24’ wide, radial or square topped. 


TERMINALS 0O.B.A. nut type, with or without shrouds, in each aspect 
compartment and/or common panel at base of unit. 


TRANSFORMERS to B.S.S. as made by the Company. Provision made for 


fitting to side or rear of each aspect. 


LAMP PROVING Relays provided to suit all circuit requirements. 


LAMPS Double or triple pole type to B.S.S. 


ASPECTS :— ONE, TWO, THREE or FOUR 
WEIGHT :— 45 Ibs, 90 Ibs, 130 Ibs, 180 Ibs. 


post base and ladder, or mounted on relay- 


battery case, complete with relays, batteries, charger and fully wired as a complete unit. 














MANUFACTURERS OF 

RAILWAY SIGNAL AND TELEGRAPH , 
ELECTRONIC, AND HUMIDITY CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT AND ALL TYPES OF 
PRECISION APPARATUS 


wns: Qwil 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 
Steps Towards Supersonic 


THIRD INDIAN PLAN 


FTER examining reports submitted by the 
principal airframe and aero-engine groups 
on the feasibility of developing a supersonic 

air liner, the British Government is now ready to 
consider proceeding a further stage This will 
involve selecting one of the two airframe groups 
and one of the two aero-engine groups to pursue 
vork of detail design. Announcing this in a written 
Parliamentary reply, Mr. Duncan Sandys, the 
Minister of Aviation, said that his department was 


discussing with the four companies concerned the 

financial and other terms on which the project 

might be undertaken The decision to proceed 

further would depend partly upon the outcome of 

these discussions Assuming that agreement was 
ached ! p ra Ss 1 be pla l th th 
s ( a \ 1 { isk x 

irtl pp f igt | 

bi 1es I ( at it I 


Pian for Woolsington 
Plans for extending Woolsington Airport, New 
castle upon Tyne, have been submitted to th 
Ministry of Aviation by Newcastle upon Tyne City 
Council 4 Government grant of £750,000 is ex 
pected towards the cost 


Portsmouth Airport to Remain 

Portsmouth Corporation Airport Committee has 
decided not to accept prop sals that the city air 
port should be closed and the land developed for 
industry and housing This decision was taken 
after nearly a year of discussions with interested 
parties. The grass airfield has been described as 
being too small and unsuitable for modern aircraft, 
but the Government has been unwilling to give a 
grant for a new, large, concrete runway 


New French Airline Formed 

A new private airline has been formed in Paris 
under the name of Société de Transport Aerien en 
Afrique and with the fleet title of Air Afrique 
Air France and Union Aéromaritime de Transport 
each hold 50 per cent of the shares of the new com 
pany. The airline will concentrate on the serving 
of inner-African routes within the French com 
munity and the technical and financial assistance 
of such African states as wish to form an airline of 
their own 


P.A.A, Jet Service to Rio 

Jet service from New York to Rio de Janeiro will 
be inaugurated on August 3 by Pan American 
World Airways, it has been announced by Mr 
Willis G. Lipscomb, vice-president traffic and 
sales. Boeing Intercontinental 707s will make the 
4,872-mile trip in 9 hr. 45 min. flying time, with 
45 min. stop at Port of Spain, Trinidad. New York 
to Rio flights will be on Wednesdays and Satur 
days, return trips on Thursdays and Sundays. At 
Rio the jet flights connect with the P.A.A. DC7B 
service to Sao Paulo, Montevideo, and Buenos 
Aires. The new service is subject to the approval 
of the governments concerned. 


Air Transport Licensing Board 

In a written reply to a House of Commons 
question on Monday the Minister of Aviation, Mr 
Duncan Sandys, stated that, apart from Lord 
Terrington whose appointment as chairman has 
already been announced, the members of the Air 
Transport Licensing Board would be: Professor 
R. C. D. Allen, Professor of Statistics, London 
School of Economics; Mr. C. Bagnall, managing 
director, British Nylon Spinners, Limited; Mr. E 
Baldry, chartered accountant; Sir Friston How 
former secretary of the Atomic Energy Office; Mr 
W. P. James, chairman, West Midland Area Trafh 
Commissioners, and Mr. A. H. Wilson, formerly 
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Transport and Civil 
Aviation 


Venezuelan Airports 

Venezuela is modernising 30 of its 44 national 
airports in anticipation of the time when jet air 
craft are in general use Runways have been 
extended, new equipment installed, passenger 
buildings aprons expanded, repairs 
carried out, new land added to some fields, protec 
tion fences erected. The 121 projects completed or 
started will require an expenditure of 109 million 
bolivares (over £11 million). The most extensive 
improvements have been made at Barquisimento 
(Lara) and La Fria (Tachira), at a total cost of 
28 million  bolivares Runways have _ been 
lengthened at the following airports: Barcelona 
(Anzodtegui) from 5,000 to 8,200 ft.; Mérida 
(Mérida) and Higuerote (Miranda) to 3,937 ft.; 
Guasipati from 3,260 to 4,920 ft.; San Fernando 
(Apuré) to 5,250 ft.; Puerto Cabello (¢ arabobo) 
from 4,290 to 6,560 ft. The San Fernando airport 
is being equipped for night operation; passenger 
buildings have been erected in Mariposa, El 
Dorado, Tumeremo and. Guasipati (all in Bolivar 
State); an entirely new runway is being built in 
Giiria; and at La Carlota, a relief airport for 
Caracas, more than 300,000 ft. of surface has been 
repaved. 


erected, 


Air Transport in India 

There has been considerable expansion of civil 
air transport in India. Between 1953, when the 
air services were nationalised, and 1959, the 
number of passengers carried increased from 
400,000 to 720,000, and the miles flown from 
19,200,000 to 24,900,000. The second five-year 
plan provided for both the modernisation and im- 
provement of a number of existing airports and for 
the expansion of the fleets of the two air corpora- 
tions, Air-India International and the Indian Air 
lines Corporation. The more important ground pro- 
jects undertaken were the development of Santa 
Cruz (Bombay), Dum Dum (Calcutta), and Palam 
(Delhi) airports for the operation of jet aircraft 
Of the air corporations, Indian Airlines added ten 
Vickers Viscounts to their fleet and placed orders 
for five Fokker Friendships as replacements for 
Dakotas, while Air-India International obtained 
five Lockheed Super-Constellations and placed 
orders for four Boeing 707s —— the second plan 
period. A provision of Rs.555,000,000 is proposed 
for civil air transport in the third five-year plan 
Of this amount, Rs.220,000,000 to Rs.250,000,000 
will be made available for works relating to aero- 
dromes and the remaining Rs.300,000,000 to 
Rs.330,000,000 for the two air corporations. The 
programme will provide for modernisation of 
equipment at a number of aerodromes and the 
development of a few aerodromes, glider fields and 
airstrips in the country. Provision is made for 
the requirements of the Indian Airlines Corporation 
for replacement of Dakota aircraft and those of 
Air-India International in regard to additional jet 
aircraft. 


RETIRING CHAIRMAN 
OF B.O.A.C. 


Sir GERARD D’ERLANGER, C.B.E. 


While retirement from the chairmanship of the British Overseas 
Airways Corporation on July 29 does not mean any great lessening of 
work for Sir Gerard d’Erlanger—he has long been anxious to devote 
more time to his other business interests—it will represent the 
conclusion of more than four years’ intensive work during a very 
difficult period. Born on June 1, 1906, Gerard John Regis Leo 
d’Erlanger was educated at Eton, and his connection with aviation 
goes back to 1928 when he took up private flying. Admitted as a 
chartered accountant in 1933 he was in the following year appointed a 
director of Hillman Airways, and when, in 1935, that company was 
merged with United Airways and Spartan Airways to form British 
Airways he became a director of the new company. During the next 
four years it developed a number of routes on its own account to points 
in Central and North West Europe and, through its association with 
internal airline operators, also took part in development of domestic 
routes. Sir Gerard, who was a member of the Stock Exchange from 
1935 to 1939, joined the board of the British Overseas Airways 
Corporation when that was formally established by Act of Parliament 
in 1940 to merge Imperial Airways and British Airways. Meanwhile, he 
had, in August, 1939, been asked to create an organisation to ferry 
military aircraft and undertake auxiliary air transport work in the 
event of war and this became known as the Air Transport Auxiliary, of 
which he was commanding officer, 1939-45. At its busiest period, 
A.T.A. included some 800 pilots and besides its transport work was 
responsible for the delivery of more than 350,000 military aircraft. In 
addition to his administrative duties, he continued as an active 
pilot during this period. He was awarded the C.B.E. in 1943. In 
1946 the British European Airways Corporation was formed round the 
nucleus of the European Division of B.O.A.C. under the chairmanship 
of Sir Harold Hartley and Mr. d’Erlanger, as he then was, relinquished 
his B.O.A.C. directorship and became the first managing director of 
British European Airways. In the following year he became its 
chairman, a post which he held until 1949. Appointed to the Air 
Transport Advisory Council in 1952, he became its deputy chairman 
two years later, but when he was appointed chairman of B.O.A.C. he. 
of course, relinquished his A.T.A.C. office. Knighted in the New Year 
Honours of 1958, he is chairman of the Forestal Land, Timber and 
Railways Co., Limited, and of the City and International Trust Co.., 
Limited. He was also vice-chairman of Erlangers Limited (now 
absorbed in Philip Hill, Higginson, Erlangers, Limited), which, in 1955. 
combined with other interests to form Air Finance. Limited. for the 
purpose of helping to back the export of British aircraft, is deputy 
chairman of the Provident Mutual Life Assurance Association and a 
director of John Mackintosh and Sons, Limited. and of the General 
Consolidated Investment Trust. Limited. 








IN PARLIAMENT 


Future of Hovercraft 


NO CHECK ON TOURS OPERATORS 





NDEAVOURS by Mr. F. Nort Baker ¢ 
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Dartford Tunnel Tolls 


ta M ‘ as 


In a ritten | Vik \ \ b 
is to whether he had yet recei n 
is to the tolls to be charg ser it Dartf 
Purfleet Tunnel, the Minister or TRANSPORT sa 
that the relevant Act of 1957 required the Essex 
and Kent county councils to submit a schedule t 
him for confirmation between 12 and six months 
of the expected opening date. The preparatory work 
was being undertaken by the tunne mmittee 


No Check on Tours Operators 

Asked to what extent the Air Transport Licens 
ing Board would inquire into the professional or 
trading standard of the tour operators coupled with 
the air operators in the 800 or more pending appli 
cations for X and Y licences, Mr. DuNcAN SANDYS 
Minister of Aviation, told Mr. C. Jounson that the 
matter lay within the scope neither of the Air 
Transport Advisery Council nor of the future Air 
rransport Licensing Board 


—_ - 
SELECT COMMITTEE REPORT 


(Continued from page 3) 


spread into later years. Whatever the amount (and 
the estimate of the Ministry witnesses was about 
£15 million), it seems to the Committee that the 
Commission should be compensated for it by a 
payment from public funds. Although in present 
circumstances this would be no more than an 
accounting transaction, the Committee wishes to 
recommend the principle that where Government 
action causes a nationalised industry to incur a 
specific loss or specific expenditure which it would 
not otherwise incur, the Government should take 
steps to compensate the industry 

rhe B.T.C. has made out a strong case for being 
allowed to enter into forward commitments with 
suppliers and contractors for up to five years. At 
present the Ministry says that the Commission's 
budgets are given general approval for three years 
ahead, but that specific approval is given for only 
one; and the Commission argues that even that 
specific approval is usually given inconveniently 
late. The Ministry assured the Committee that it 
would reconsider this, subject to receiving more 
information. While welcoming this, the Com 
mittee notes that the corollary of a longer period 
of forward commitment is a more detailed financial 
examination by the Ministry of forward projects 


Tribunal Unnecessary 

[he Transport Tribunal is an independent 
1uthority set up under statute to approve fares 
and charges At the present time its decisions 
leave wide discretion to the Commission over the 
whole field with the exception of season ticket fares 
over short distances. In the past, however, both 
by the time taken to reach decisions and by the 
nature of the decisions themselves, the Tribunal 
has severely cut down the Commission's earnings 
In all fields where the railways are meeting effec 
tive competition, there is no need for the Tribunal 
There may still be a need for it to decide fares for 
suburban services round London, and in other 
places where, in practice, there is no alternative 
to B.T.C. services for large numbers of people 

If the Tribunal or any other similar authority is 
kept in being it seems important that the criteria 
which should govern its decisions should be clearly 
laid down. These should allow for all appropriate 
costs, including normal! depreciation and provision 
for replacement, and provision for statutory 
reserves. In future full reasons for each decision 
on fares and charges should be made public. 


Future of the Railways 

The Committee also considered whether the 
losses of the railways arise mainly from the fact 
that they are railways—from the fact, that is, that 
they are competing against other more modern 
forms of transport. It is convinced that this is 
not so. On the evidence received, there is no 
doubt that a large-scale British Railways system 
can be profitable. The number of improvements 
in hand, and the number of points at which further 
improvements can be made, lend force to this. 

What size and shape should British Railwa 
be? The first consideration must be financial: the 
size and shape must be such as can enable the 
Commission to carry out its statutory task of 
balancing its accounts, taking one year with 
another. But if the Commission is to know which 
of its services are justifiable on grounds of direct 
financial return, it must first have some form of 
accounts by which the profitability of regions and 
services can be judged. Because of the cost of 
the roads, and of the congestion on them, the 
national interest may require railway services 
which do not in fact directly pay for themselves, 
but which may cost the nation less than the 
alternatives 


Ministerial Responsibility 

In some cases, there may be a third and different 
consideration—one of social need. A service may 
be justified on other than economic grounds 
because for example the less populous parts of 
Britain might otherwise be left without a railway 
service. The consideration of profitability men- 
tioned above should be left to the Commission 
But if decisions are to be taken on grounds of the 
national economy, or of social needs, then they 
must be taken by the Minister, and submitted by 
him for the approval of Parliament 

Furthermore, if Parliament is to specify that 
certain services should be undertaken, despite the 
fact that the Commission cannot profitably under- 
take them, then the additional cost of them should 
be provided, in advance, out of public funds. If 
subsidies of this kind are to be paid to the Com- 
mission then they should be paid for specific 
purposes, and they should be paid openly. 





COMPANY MEETING 





THE BRITISH ELECTRIC TRACTION COMPANY, 


LIMITED 


Bus Passenger Traffic Well Maintained 


PROGRESS OF OTHER INTERESTS 


5 ha 64th Annual General Meeting of the British 
Electric Traction Company, Limited, was held 
on | 21, 1960, in London Mr. H. ¢ 
Drayton airma f the Company, in the 
f his a ss. sak 
Accounts 
The Group revenue is £5,836,000, an increase 


of £1,221,000. Taxation be deducted and 
the proportion of the net profit attributable to your 
company is £3,176,000 After paying the Prefer 
ence Dividend and the Preferred Stock Dividend 
and 40 per cent on the Deferred as against 35 per 
cent last year, there remains a balance retained 
in the Group of £1,245,000 


has to 


United Kingdom Bus Companies 

Our bus companies in this country had a good 
year in 1959. The summer, as you know, 
extremely good, and our companies made the most 
of it. Wages and other costs remained steady, so 
that we experienced a period of stability in operat- 
ing costs which has not been known for a long 
time. The number of passengers carried by our 
associated companies in 1959 was nearly equal to 
the number carried in 1958, and this was quite a 
remarkable achievement bearing in mind the 
number of new private cars which come on to the 
road every day. 

The period of wage stability in our bus industry 
came to an end early in May of this year. A settle 
ment was made with the unions, and the cost will 
exceed that of any settlement which our bus indus 
try has previously made. We estimate that the 
increases resulting from this settlement will cost 
our companies more than £3 million in a full year, 
taking into account consequential increases. It is 
obvious that such an increase could not be made 
without an increase in fares, and the companies 
have therefore reluctantly been obliged to make 


was 


MR. H. C. DRAYTON'S REVIEW 


immediate application to the Traffic Commissioners 
f substantial inc is } lares 

I "1 " g part the cost of running 

t ASCs iz 1A ' that f it | has t be ar i tax of 

4 6d. ae n I} ( thing about this is 

that the same fuel oi! that is used in our buses may 

be used for a multitude of other purposes completely 

tax free, but as soon as we use it, it has to bear 





what can be described as a luxury tax of 200 per 
though I 
it would 
only be subject to purchase tax of 25 per cent 
Whilst having to pay I 
cost of fuel oil to my 
There is 
Ww rid, 


cent as if it were some precious jewel 


would point out if it were a precious jewe!l 
tax is bad enough, the 
mind is too high today 
over-production of oil throughout the 
one wonders whether this high price 
can continue indefinitely sources of oil are 
being found and waiting to be marketed. In my 
view it is our duty to pursue all sources of our basic 
raw material, that is fuel oil, in the interests both 
of the public and our stockholders, so that we buy 
it at the cheapest possible price. 

A restriction which, in the light of the modern 
bus with its high efficiency and braking power, 
seems to be unnecessary, is the present speed limit 
of 30 m.p.h. The drivers of our vehicles have 
unequalled records for safe driving, and the vehicles 
themselves have to pass regular inspections by 
the Ministry of Transport, and the discrepancy be- 
tween the present 30 m.p.h. which applies, and the 
ordinary motor car driver with unlimited speed, 
is quite ludicrous 

During the year we parted with one of the 
oldest of our companies, that was we had to close 
down the Mumbles Railway. I was present at the 
closing ceremony on January 5, and drove the last 
train on this railway, which had so faithfully served 
the public for 155 years. A modern bus service 
has been substituted 


basic 


and 
as new 





During associated mpany é 
Midland t <iuced the first non-st p 
notorwa s Ce I 7. 0 d i g at 
success 1 ‘ f ed > turth - 
perated « I I r Midla 
und ot! associated cx m panies 

rhe need for new modern is is urgent 





interests of public 


congestion in 


transport 
However and 
towns is a much more difficult problem 
of thought adv l 
into the 


towns approaches 


One schoo! 


ocates that we should drive wide 


motorways hearts of our cities, to enable 


every man to bring his own car into the city centre 
and leave it while the owner goes about his busi 
ness I have not got any cut and dried solution to 


this problem, but it would be instructive to know 
what is the average time each car is used per day 
This would bring home to car owners the real cost 
of their travelling, taking into account depreciation 
on the car and insurance, and might induce them 
to consider taking advantage of the many ‘‘Drive 
Yourself’ organisations only when they needed to 
use a car—or even use a bus! This might do some 
thing towards alleviating what at present looks an 
insoluble problem 


Overseas Interests 

During the year 1959 Canadian business did not 
pick up, and for our Canadian company it proved 
a disappointing year. The results were, in fact, 
only slightly better than the previous year, when 
we just broke even. The company purchased three 
more freight companies, and acquired new ware- 
houses and modernised or replaced others, so that 
as and when business recovers, we should be in a 
good position to take advantage of suc h a situation. 

In Jamaica the absence of any significant in 
crease in costs during 1959, and fewer interruptions 
of labour resulted in a marked improvement in the 









preset 





THE POWER PETROLEUM CO LTD .- Depots throughout the Country - Agency Pumps in 


for every 
journey... 


all areas 
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results of Jamaica Omnibus Services, for the year 
following the contraction in the profits in 1958. 

The continuing growth of the activities of the 
company has made it possible for its services to be 
operated at the same level of fares as applied in 
1953, in spite of the considerable increases in costs 

particularly in wages—which have occurred in 
the meantime. 

Our East Africa and in Rhodesia, 
which are operated by the United Transport Com 
pany of Chepstow, have continued to prosper. The 
results of the African Transport Company took an 
ipward trend in 1959, although the dividend has 
not been increased as the directors thought it 
better to strengthen the financial position of the 
c mpany 


interests in 








Rhodesia United Transport showed a satisfactory 
improvement in their profits which is reflected in 
in increase in the dividend The company’s con 
t pro or the Kariba Dam 
has n and new develo; 
I ts a 

{ té ] Re liff i> rm a 

5 | Da 
< ' s and g tl 

4 I i] xt 1 a [ icq 
ing g interest Wen Stadiun 
Lin d This is di if ur int sts, an 
giving e company a broad base, although stil 
in the entertainment rid 

In Rediffusior vhere lave a large interest 
there is 1m ased enue and the dividend was 
ne ased als¢ 

In your company, a fine summer does not suit 
ull our undertakings As I have told you, it did 
benefit our bus companies, but it was not so helpful 


when we 


turn to the laundry business. Neverthe 
our laundry and dry-cleaning companies had 
a satisfactory year. Our ‘‘Towelmaster’’ service 
continues to increase, and to give you some idea 
of the size the ‘‘Towelmaster’’ cabinets 
alone, some 15 million yards of towelling are 
required, the cleaning of which in itself constitutes 
1 major laundering feat 
faith in Eddison Plant has now more than 
justified itself. Its turnover increased in 1959 by 
25 per cent, and also showed a substantial increase 
in its profits. This company claims now to possess 
the largest fleet in the United Kingdom of con 
tractors’ plant for hire, and properly justifies the 
company’s slogan of ‘‘Eddison Everywhere.’’ 
During the year we disposed of the Livermead 
House Hotel on what we considered to be attrac 
tive terms 


less, 


to service 


Our 


The Future 
When come to the present year, it would 
appear that our results should be satisfactery. Our 
general investments should produce more, and as 


we 


far as indications show our revenue should be 
larger than the year under review. I do not think 
you will expect me to say more than this, but to 
conclude, may I say that when we meet you next 


year, 
the 


I do not think you will be disappointed with 
results 


rhe reports and accounts were adopted 
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Over 30 Years’ Experience 

B biioisd proud of its pioneering work in diesel 
engine development, Mirrlees Bickerton and 
Day, Limited, Stockport, calls attention, in 

a new brochure just published, Mirrlees in Traction 
Service, to the facts that the company produced its 
first diesel engine as long ago as 1897 and that the 
company’s present-day traction 
embody experience ring more 


years since the first 


rail engines 


than 30 
employing a Mirr 


gained du 
locomotive 


lees diesel engine was built in 1928. Then it was a 
40-h.p. engine in a narrow-gauge locomotive built 
by Andrew Barclay for the Burmah Oil Company 


and today it is units of up to 1,600 h.p. in standard- 


gauge locomotives built by Brush for British 
Railways 

The brochure describes and illustrates features 
embodied in the company’s current rail-traction 
engines, which range in power up to 2,300 b.h p 
in the turbo-charged and intercooled JVSST V-16 
engine working at 162 p.s.i. b.m.e.p., as well as 


many of the locomotives to which they 


fitted 


have been 


iy 


TIN RESEARCH 


Institute’s Report for 1959 





| the Annual Report of the Tin Research Insti- 
tute, several new lines of investigation in 
metallurgy, tinplate, electrodeposition and 
organotin chemistry are mentioned. In the metal- 
lurgical field, systematic investigations are con- 
tinuing into the alloys of tin with the newer metals 
titanium, zirconium and niobium. The effects of 
tin in cast iron and steels are being further studied 
and practical trials are being made with cast irons 
containing prescribed additions of tin. 

Bright deposits of tin can be made by electro- 
deposition using wood tar additions in the plating 
vat. The Institute is trying to discover which 
constituents of the tars are effective so that the 
process can be simplified. Several new studies of 
the properties of tinplate are mentioned. A new 
method of assessing porosity of tin coatings by 
measurement of flow of an electrical current is des- 
cribed. 

The report gives a long account of the activities 
of the Institute and its eight branches in other 
countries, at which over 2,000 requests for tech- 
nical help were received during the year. Copies 
of the report are available to libraries and to 
organisations interested in tin and its applications 
from Tin Research Institute, Fraser Road, Perivale, 
Greenford, Middlesex 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


August 20.—S.R.L.D.S. Visit to Ipswich 
( 


diesel depot 


).S. Visit to new London Transport Upminster District 
Line depot 
O.S. (Northern Visit to South Shields Corporation 


Transport and tour of trolleybus system 
August 27.—B.L.S. Visit to Kington and Presteign branches by 
freight train, leaving Leominster 8.20 a.m 
August 28.—O.S. (North Western and Yorkshire 
Halifax Passenger Transport Department 


Visit to 


September 5-11.--Society of British Aircraft Constructors 
Annual fiving display and exhibition (Public days Septem 
ber 9-11 

September 12-16.—Municipal Passenger Transport Associatior 


Conference at Douglas, I.o.M 
September 23-October 1.—Commercia] M 
September 26.—P.V.O.A. Annual! dinner 

House, Park Lane, W.1 


Earls Court 


Grosvenor 


tor Show 


and dance 








September 27-28.—I.Mech.E. Symposium on Automatic Contro] 
October 19-29.—Motor Show, Earls Court 

November 3-13.—Turin Motor Show 

November 10.—P.T.A. Annuaj dinner. Connaught Rooms 


Great Queen Street, W.C.2 


6.45 p.m 
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INTEGRAL SEMI-TRAILER VAN 





Duramin Introduces Light-Alloy Unit 


XTREMELY low tare weight 
strength and durability outstanding 
features of a new chassisless light-alloy 

semi-trailer van developed by Duramin Engineering 

Co., Limited, Ruislip. In fact, the unladen weight 

of the complete box van, which has the advantage 

of full protection of the load against weather and 


pilferage, is no greater than that of an ordinary 


and great 


are 


flat platform semi-trailer of similar plan dimen 
sions Named Super-Freighter, the prototype 
vehicle announced last week is the forerunner of 
a range of similar semi-trailer vans of varying 


Lengths from 22 to 28 ft., interior heights from 


6 ft. 6 in. to 9 ft. and overall width up to 8 ft 
are envisaged in the standard range, while 
refrigerated and insulated versions are planned 


and the design will be adapted for the carriage in 
bulk of powders and grains. Production 
Freighters are expec ted to be c mpl ted in time for 


>uper 


1utumn delivery and for exhibition at the Earls 
Court Show in September 

Construction is all of high-strength aluminium 
alloys joined by solid steel rivets Integral 
stressed-skin construction makes possible a light 





Integral light-alloy construction gives the new Duramin Super-Freighter semi-trailer van a 
low tare weight of 2 tons 13 cwt. 


capacity now to be put into production by Duramin 
Engineering Company. 
The prototype vehicle, 
demonstrated coupled to an A.E.C. tractive unit, 
has been extensively tested in laden and unladen 
condition on the M.I.R.A. pavé track and on 
normal roads, with entirely satisfactory results, it 
is said. It is a single-axle semi-trailer of 10 to 12 
tons capacity, 26 ft. long and with internal body 
dimensions of 7 ft. 6 in. high and 7 ft. 3 in. wide. 
With axle and suspension units and other running 
units by Cranes (Dereham), Limited, and equipped 
with vacuum brakes, it has a tare weight of only 
2 tons 13 cwt. The price of the complete semi 
trailer unit of this capacity will be about £1,750. 


which is now being 


Bulk-Transport Versions 
The system of construction employed is flexible 
and will be applied to vans of greater capacity 
having tandem axles and other wheel arrangements. 


underframe, which is composed of longitudinal 
channel sections forming the outer edges of the 
body, closely spaced crossmembers and additional 
diagonal bracing members. Pillars are riveted to 
the underframe and support a fully trussed roof 
framing. Side panels are riveted to the inside of 
the pillars to provide a flush interior finish free 
from projections. Tie or rubbing rails can be fitted 
inside when required. The roof is given a slight 
camber to provide the necessary rigidity and good 
drainage and can incorporate translucent panels 
to improve interior lighting 

Either hardwood or Duramin Duraplank alloy 
flooring is available. A new type of double door 
is sealed by continuous rubber strip and is secured 
in the closed position by the well-proved Duramin 
cam lock. Alternative rear door arrangements are 
offered and limited side access is possible, when 
provision is made for the loss of stressed-panel 
strength in the door aperture 





Airpak Air-Hydraulic Servo 


SELF-CONTAINED CLAYTON DEWANDRE BRAKING SYSTEM 


NTRODUCTION by Clayton Dewandre Co., 
Limited, Lincoln, of a new engine-driven air 
compressor, designated SC4, which is unique 

in that it combines unloader and governor mechan 
ism, provides in combination with the company’s 
reservoir-type Airpak air-hydraulic com 
plete air-pressure braking system that is inter 
changeable with Clayton Dewandre exhauster and 
reservoir Hydrovac vacuum braking systems 

The Airpak is a combined compressed air and 

hydraulic unit which adds to the pressure created 
physically in the hydraulic master cylinder and 
delivers this combined pressure to the hydraulic 
wheel cylinders. Power for operation is supplied 
from the engine-driven compressor, the air being 


Servo a 


Safety Valve 


$C4 Compressor 


Fluid Reservoir 


selecting a unit for a particular application, it is 
important that the fluid displacement of the Airpak 
slave cylinder is equal to, or greater than, the 
maximum fluid displacement of the wheel cylinders 
Three sizes of Airpak are available with 3}-in., 
4-in. or 4}-in. dia. air cylinders and hydraulic out- 
put cylinders of 1 or 1}-in. bore dia. Separate 
units are manufactured for use with standard 
vegetable hydraulic fluid and with special 
mineral-base hydraulic fluid; it is of extreme im 
portance that the correct type is used. Complete 
units and the component parts of the two types 
are given distinctive identification marks 

The SC4 compressor is an air-cooled 
cylinder reciprocating-piston unit 


4 


base 


single 
developed 


Air Pak unit 
with integral reservoir 











Hydraulic Master Cylinder 











to reservoir ---++> hydraulic 


——> 
+ —4— _—Ss reservoir © governor 





Diagrammatic arrangement of the Clayton Dewandre two-unit Airpak air braking system, 
which is interchangeable with the Hydrovac vacuum system 


compressed and fed to the air reservoir integral 
with the Airpak unit. The unloader mechanism is 
built into the compressor and is operated by 
reservoir pressure fed back to the compressor 
governor through a small-bore pipe. An air pres 
sure gauge is incorporated in the system and a 
safety valve is mounted on the compressor head 

The Airpak is controlled from the hydraulic 
master cylinder by pressure exerted on the brake 
pedal by the driver and in addition, the pedal is 
solidly connected with the brake shoes through the 
column of hydraulic fluid, so that the position of 
the shoes and the brake adjustments are reflected 
in the travel at the brake pedal. The construction 
is such that in the event of failure of the air supply, 
and after the compressed air in the reservoir has 
been exhausted, the brakes will function as in a 
conventional hydraulic braking system 

Selection 
Output displacement of each Airpak is deter- 


mined by the working stroke of the air _— and 
the bore diameter of the hydraulic cylinder. In 


principally for use with the Airpak servo and the 
majority of compressors in the range are inter- 
changeable with the vacuum exhausters used with 
the Clayton Dewandre Hydrovac system. Various 
compressor mountings are available to suit 
individual applications. The compressor draws air 
from the engine air cleaner or a separate filter and 
the compressed air is fed to the 8-in. dia. reservoir 
integral with the servo unit 





Chloride Batteries, Limite, has appointed G. S. 
Last, Limited, Moulsham Garage, Moulsham 
Street, Chelmsford, and Blakes Motors, Limited, 
Blackfriars Road, Manchester, 3, new service agents 
for Exide vehicle batteries 


Hardy Spicer, Limited, announces the appoint- 
ment of Smal! and Parkes (Ireland), Ltd., 35 West- 
land Row, Dublin, as the sole selling agent in the 
Republic of Ireland for all Hardy Spicer products, 
including propeller shafts, universal joints and 


replacement parts. 

















... LEYLANDS MOVE 
3,000 CU. YARDS 
OF EARTH DAILY 


“Why use small-capacity tippers on large 
earth-moving contracts?” 

That’s the question Richard Biffa Ltd., Con- 
tractors of Wembley, asked themselves when 
quoting for earth-clearance from larger sites. 
The answer was “‘don’t”’—instead use Leyland 
multi-wheelers and get the job done quickly. 
That’s what they did — and daily output soon 
exceeded 3,000 cu. yards, rising on some days 
to 3,800, 


Jeylan 





BIG JOBS 
CALL FOR 
SIG TIPPERS::.. 





Leyland 8-wheeled, 14 cu. yard Octopus tippers 
and 6-wheeled, 12 cu. yard Hippos did the job 
and what a job! 

Taking 12-14 cwt. grab loads dropped from a 
height of 9 ft., they operated a 56-hour week in 
severe conditions over unconsolidated ground 
and worked a vehicle turn-round of one per 
minute—treatment that would knoek the heart 
out of any ordinary truck. But not Leylands. 
Output was maintained until the site was clear- 
ed, with a fuel consumption of 6.9 m.p.g. for 
the Octopuses and 7.1 for the Hippos. 

Small wonder that this operator's fleet consists 
almost entirely of Leylands —six of which, 
incidermtally, have each covered over half a 
million miles . . . and still look good for many 
thousands more. 


20 TON HIPPO & 24 TON OCTOPUS 
he by. tpert fee bette dlr 


LEYLAND M@TORS LTD . LEYLAND - LANCS 


Sales Division: Hanover House, Hanover Square, London, W.1. 


Telephone: MAYfair 8561 
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Anti-Fade Brake Linings 


FERODO LIMITED - CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH 


Ferodo First 





A Member of the Turner & Newall Organisation 


we 














BRISTOL 


8 The Grove, Bristoi 1 
BRISTOL 22315 


BIRMINGHAM 
323 High St., West Bromwich, 
Stafts. 
WEST BROMWICH 280: 


LLANELLY 


Morta Works. Lianelly 
LLANELLY 4802 


SILVER ROADWAYS LTD. 


Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts 
LONDON 
22-24 Bermondsey Wali West, 
$.£.16 
BERmondsey 4533 


CARDIFF 


10 Dumfries Place 
CARDIFF 21631 


SWANSEA 


Exchange Buildings 
SWANSEA 54171}5 





GLASCOW 


12 Dixon Street, C.2 
CITY 3361 


LIVERPOOL 


11 Old Hall Street, Liverpool, 3 
CENTRAL 6386 


NOTTINGHAM 


Pavilion Building, Pavilion Road, 


West Bridgford 
NOTTIVCHAM #83481 








MOBILE CRANES FOR HIRE 





PICKFORDS HEAVY HAULAGE SERVICE 
Abnormal Loads 


e Lifting 


e Branches in all large towns 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS should be | 


addressed to THE MANAGER, Classified Adver- 
tisements, MODERN TRANSPORT, Russell 
Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 
RATES.—The minimum charge for classified adver- 
tisements is 7s. for 14 words or less, and 6d. for 
each additional word. The name and address of the 
advertiser is charged at the same rate. If a box 
number is used 2s. extra is charged to cover our name 
and address and postage. If set in paragraph form 
each paragraph is estimated separately. Official 
Notices and semi-display in the classified columns 
are charged at the rate of 48s. per single column inch. 





ACCEPT ANCE.—Advertisements can be accepted up 
to 2.30 p.m. on Monday to ensure insertion in the 
current week’s issue. MODERN TRANSPORT is 
on Sale every Friday. 





SITUATION VACANT 


d 


( YOVENTRY Corporation Transport require an experience 

Accounts Clerk (mak Salary £595-£670 with prospects of 
advancement to £765 accord'ng to age/ qualifications, plus £26 
in certain circumstances. Superannuable Applications with 
three references (enve!opes endorsed ‘Accounts Clerk to the 
General Manager and Engineer, 113-117 Harnall Lane East 
Coventry, by August 6, 1960 
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ON THE HUMBER 


serving industries of Lincolnshire, Yorkshire and the Midlands 


GRIMSBY Regular services to the Continent and Scandinavia 


imports: Dairy Produce, Fish, Woodpulp, Timber 


exports: Coal, Iron and Steel, Grain, General 


CRANAGE: Lifts up to 60 tons 


IMMINGHAM Deep-water dock 


IMPORTS: 


Ores, Chemicals, Timber, Oil and Spirit 


exports: Coal, Fertilizers, Iron and Steel, General 


CRANAGE: Lifts up to 50 tons 


Transit shed facilities for general cargo. 


Extensive open storage. Industrial sites available 


BRITISH 
TRANSPORT 


DOCKS 







Enquiries welcomed by 
Port Master 
Grimsby & Immingham Docks 
Dock Office, Grimsby 











IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 


Cook Strait Ferry 


CONTRACT to build the new Cook Strait 


A 


Railway passenger and vehicle ferry to 
operate in severe weather between North 
ind South Islands, New Zealand, has been won by 


the Clydeside firm, William Denny and Brothers, 
Limited The contract is worth about £1,800,000 
sterling and delivery of the new vessel is expected 
to be made in May, 1962. Designed by Burness 
Corlett and Partners, Limited, in collaboration 
with the technical officer of the New Zealand 
(,overnment, the terry lb f about 1,000 d.w 
ton i I mim lation 1 ulwa ind 
4 il 4 < 1c ie i 1 €% 1 
t 1,150 4 Lyi ctri | 
rn j ic sp { 17 
, cont pment 
) | t i tI ti inv a 
More Perkins Engines for Denmark 
I Danist firn Droningborg Maskinfabril 
A.S has ordered 400 1.6-lit I 99 diese 
ngines from Perkins Engines, Limited, f S I 
propelled combine harvesters Perk has 
ilready supplied 300 Fe 99 engines for the 
Droningborg combine in 1959 and 1960 
Swedish Hovercraft Negotiations 
It is reported that the Swedish company Svenska 
Acroplan A.B. is negotiating with Saunders-Ro 
Limited, for the construction under licence of a 
passenger and vehicle Hovercraft The craft pr 
jected, of about 125 tons, would have accommoda 
tion for up to 300 passengers and 25 cars and a 
speed of over 90 m.p.h. for operation across The 
Sound 


D.B. 


Orders worth some 


Industrial Tractor Orders 
£250,000 have been obtained 
in the last few weeks by David Brown Construction 
Equipment, Limited, mostly for industrial trac 
tors, ancillary equipment and but also 
including a contract for 100 marine diesel engines 
placed by a Canadian boatbuilder. In all except a 
few instances the orders are for export. The largest 
single order in terms of money value is for Poland 
and covers a further supply of Lincol ditchers 
manufactured by Barford (Agricultural), Limited, 
incorporating David Brown 30TD crawler chassis 


spares, 


Queen Alexandra Dock Improvement 
\ £165,000 improvement scheme for the north 
side of Queen Alexandra Dock, Cardiff, announced 
by British Transport Docks, includes resurfacing 
flush to rail level some 2,000 ft. of quayside; electri 
fication of the capstan system, now hydraulically 
operated; relaying permanent way; surfacing of a 


large open area adjacent to A transit shed to 
provide accommodation for cars for export and 
other traffic requiring temporary storage in the 
open; and erection of a 50-ft. floodlighting tower 


on A transit shed 
extension of 


Other improvements, 
\ transit shed, are already 


A.E.C. Engine Order Book 

of the two-day exhibition staged at 
Southall last month by the diesel engine division 
of A.E.C. (Sales), Limited, is evidenced by a con 
tinuing high level of orders for engines and gear 
boxes Among the latest received are those from 
Houchin, Limited, for 67 AV690 engines to be 
used in ground servicing units for jet aircraft, from 
Steels Engineering Products, Limited, for 50 en 
gines of varying sizes and 89 auxiliary gearboxes 
for Coles cr from the Finnish firm of Lokomo, 
for AV690 units for earthmoving and similar equip 


including 
in hand 


Success 


nes 


ment from the Consolidated Pneumatic Tool 
Co Limited, and Broom and Wad Limited 
which both call for AV470 engines to be used in 
compressors, and from Newton Chambers and Co 
Limited, for 100 AV470G engines for excavators 


Eastern Region Contracts Placed 

The Eastern Region of British 

announced the following contracts 
* 


1, Limited, S.W.1, for alterations t 
ofhces, alterations t 


Railways has 


day and Greenwo 
nd 
1d down platfc 


nquines 
ri repairs and redecorations to 
rche nd provision of external pavings to front forecourt and 
Anopy sford Station 
Cafhn and Co., Limited, W.C.2, for nstruction of crane 
rack at Canning Ti Wharf and constructi 


wn ‘ 
renewal of wall at Blackwal Pe 


mn OF Crar rack 
river pper Warehouse 
Co I 
1001 


east of Colchester 


imited 


ind stee 


ementation 
underbridge No 
and earthworks 


for constr 
live-under 
Station 


iction of concrete 


bridge No. 1001D 


Western Region Contracts 
The Western Region of British 
announces the following contracts: 
British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Limited, Belvedere, for 
high-voltage cab'es at Bristol 
‘illiam Cowlin and Son, Limited, Bristol, 2, for construction 
of casting shed at Taunton concrete works 


Railways 


Grant Lyon and Co., Limited, Cardiff, for earthworks, per 
manent way, fencing, etc., for secondary sorting sidings in 
connection with stage IV of the Margam Marshalling Yard 
scheme, Port Talbot 


Limited, Harmondsworth, 
signalbox and buildings at Port 


West's Piling and Construction Co., 
for piling and foundations for 

albot 

Fairfield Shipbuilding and Engineering Co., Limited, Chepstow, 
for steelwork, etc., for extension to the platform roof at Slough 

Sid Dagnal!! and Son, Limited, Birmingham, 11, for electric 


lighting facilities, et at Acocks Green and South Yardley 


Big Lorries for Spain 

Spanish transport operators will soon be taking 
delivery of over £325,000 worth of the biggest 
goods chassis produced by Leyland Motors, 
Limited, which is now completing orders for 31 
Buffalo 25-ton chassis powered by 230-h.p. 
Leyland diesel engines, 36 Super Hippo 21-ton 
chassis and four Super Beaver 15-ton chassis. All 
the chassis will be equipped with power steering. 
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SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING 


Less Rigid 50-50 Rule? 


ITH satisfaction the Chamber of Shipping 
says that there has been a further attempt 
in America to break down the rigid appli 


cation of th cargo-preference legislation. A 
proposal has been submitted to the House of 
Representatives that the Department of Agricul- 
ture should be allowed to waive the 50 per cent 


law if it is felt that its application would interfere 














with the sale of surplus agricultural commodities 
Following the recent announcement that the 50 per 
cent law could be waived in respect of the Indus 
River scheme, this nother encouraging develop 
nt 

What success this proposa ill have remains to 
S€ but it ) be with t signincance 

i the Chan it towards the end of 1958 
Maritin Transport Committe f O.E.E.( 

i + Y j } 
| sO commending member gover! 
1 lus agric , I 
| x 
ta I l m 
€ I a 4 I ial a 
although lressed up’ as aid ne forn ul 
th The U.S.A.-India 17 million tons grain deal 
vas weve followed by reports that India was 
purchasing secondhand intended for 
servi in this trade, whi t would have 
the effect of limiting the tion of other 
untries, including Britain arriage of this 
grain. U.S. shipping lines resisting the 
proposed change in the of the 50-50 
wanl 
uit 
. , : 
Oil Imports under U.K. Flag 

[% Parliament, the Minister of Transport, in 


response to a question, said it was estimated 


that the 


in years 1955-59 inclusive 40 per cent, 
38 per cent, 36 per cent, 35 per cent and 37 per cent 
respectively of the oil imported into this country 


was carried in ships flying the British flag 


Oil Terminal at Barry 


(THE Mobil Oil Co., Limited, will start work very 
shortly on the construction of a new marine 
bulk terminal at Barry, Glamorgan. Coastal 
tankers from the Mobil refinery at Coryton, Essex, 
will deliver to the new terminal for distribution by 
road tankers to consumer and retail customers in 
South Wales and parts of Herefordshire and 
Gloucestershire, It is expected that the new 
installation will be in operation by mid-1961. 


Japanese Liner Plan Shelved 


(HE Japanese Minister of Transport announced 

that the Government and shipping industry 
had dropped a plan to build three high-speed liners 
this year under the official shipbuilding programme. 
rhe decision had been taken to avoid alarming 
foreign shipping lines unnecessarily and ‘‘to main 
tain peace’ on the Japan-to-New York shipping 
route, the Ministry said. The ships were to have a 
service speed of 19.25 knots and were to have 
totalled 89,000 gross tons. 





* 
FINANCIAL RESULTS 


OTES on the trading results, dividends and financial provisions 
of companies asseciated with the transport industry are 
contained in this feature, together with details of share 

issues, acquisitions and company formations or reorganisations 


United Transport 





The 1959 group net profit of the United Transport C« 
Limited, was £755,167 £557,463 after tax £515,669 (£455,286 
D nd is 124 pe ent (same plus capital distrit on 2} pe 
eI same Carry forward is £1,401,564 (£1,113,7¢ 

George Cohen 600 Group 

Results of the George Cohen 600 Group, Limited, for the year 
ended March 41. 1960. are that combined profits of the group 
before taxation, were £1,573,315 £1,308, 109 and after all 
charges including taxation and interest on unsecured loan stock 
profits were £785,071 (£657,739 Ordinary dividend is 13 per 
cent 

Castrol 

From August 2, C. C. Wakefield and Co., Limited, is to be 
known as Castrol, Limited The ce iny explains that, since 
t wa 1 isiness fh grown enor 

eration it is the name Castrol whi : 

nce It is t implify the work and I 
s a whole that it has, with reluctance 1 to lay aside the 
family name The company was Charles Cheers 
Wakefield in 1899 

I 


Mr. Patrick Lynch, chairman of Aer Lingus and 
Aer Rianta, has been appointed chairman of 
Aerlinte Eireann in succession to Mr. John Leydon, 
who is resigning from the chairmanship and the 
board when his term of office expires at the end of 
this month. Mr. Conor Carrigan, a member of the 
board of Aer Lingus, has been appointed also to 
that of Aerlinte, and Mr. Denis Herlihy, a nominee 
of the Minister of Finance on the Aer Rianta board, 
also joins that of Aerlinte 


The Institute of British Carriage and Auto 
mobile Manufacturers says that its new automobile 
body design competiticns for 1960-61 will cover 
only private car subjects; next year they will relate 
only to commercial and public service vehicle sub 
jects and, in the years thereafter, there will be the 
same alternation. This represents a change in policy 
from the former drawing competitions which 
covered all subjects every year. The motor vehicle 
body crafts competition will be held each year. 
There will be more valuable and more numerous 
prizes under the new scheme and this, it is hoped, 
will attract a bigger and better entry. 


<I 


RAIL TESTS FOR ROADRAILER 





As foreshadowed in our issue of January 23 two prototypes of the roadrailer evolved by British 
Railways and the Pressed Steel Co., Limited, are now undergoing tests on the Eastern Region 
between Braintree and Rayne. These views show the test train and, right, the adapter bogie 
which weighs 9 tons 14 cwt. 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 





Tilling Group Chief Engineer 


i hag Tilling Group announces that Mr. G 
McKay, who is at present assistant general 

manager and chief engineer of United 
Automobile Services, Limited (and Durham 
District Limited), has been appointed 
group chief engineer with effect from January 1, 


>ervices, 


1961. Mr. McKay entered the service of Thomas 
Tilling, Limited, in 1941. He joined the staff of 
United Automobile Services, Limited, in 1947, 
becoming chief engineer in 1956, and assistant 
general manager in 1959 H linquishes his 
present position on appointment 
od * * 
M D H on i t 1 appolr 
t Lar shi Uni Transp Limi l 
* * ¥ 
Mr. M. ¢ I nps ha i 
i I i en ct 2 
f I R B.I 
¥ % * 

Mr. G. M. Wils has been appointed dis 
rict comme i if Kings (ross Kastern 
Res vas ed ited at University College School 

London and = =6Christ’s 
Colleg Cambridge. In 
1934 he joined the 
L.N.E.R is ar trafh< 
apprentice After war 
service he resumed his 
railway career being 
appointed an assistant 


agent and in 
ant to the 


goo Is 


1946, 


district peer Mls Manager, 


assist 


Newcastle. The follow 
ing year Mr. Wilson 
took up the duties of 
assistant to the loco 


motive running superin 





tendent, North Eastern 
Area, York In 1949, 
Mr. G. M. Wilson upon completion of a 
course at the adminis- 


trative staff college, Henley, he was appointed 
assistant district goods manager, Leeds, Eastern 
and North Eastern Regions. Further promotion 
took him in 1950 to the Railway Executive as 
assistant (integration) to the executive officer (road 


transport). Six years’ service with British Road 
Services followed when Mr. Wilson took up the 
duties of operating officer, administration (parcels), 
in 1951 Upon formation of B.R.S. (Parcels), 


Limited, he was appointed assistant to the general 
manager and, later, area manager for the South 
Western Area. In 1957 he rejoined the railways as 
sales and development assistant, line traffic man 


ager’s office (Great Northern), Eastern Region 
the position he vacates in taking up his new 
appointment 
* * * 
Sir Leslie Gamage, chairman and managing 


director, General Electric Co., Limited, is resigning 


the managing directorship where he will be suc 
ceeded by Mr. A. L. G. Lindley. Sir Leslie will 
also relinquish the chair at the end of 1960 
* * * 
Rolls-Royce, Limited, announces the appoint 


ment of Mr. D. P. Huddie to the board. He joined 


Rolls-Royce in 1939 as an honours graduate and 
for some years has been almost exclusively con 
cerned with civil transport engines 

¥ * * 

Mr. J]. R. Hammond, general manager, Western 
Region, British Railways, has been elected presi 
dent of the Railway Students Association for the 
forthcoming session in succession to Mr. H. ¢ 
Johnson. The presidential address will be delivered 
on October 19 

* * * 

We regret to record the deaths of Mr. A. Wool 
nough, production manager, and Mr. R. Browne, 
manager, of the parts and accessories warehouse 
of Vauxhall Motors, Limited Mr. Woolnough 
joined Vauxhall in 1931 He became factory 
manager at Dunstable in 1954, turning to the 


Luton plant in 1957. He took up his present duties 


as production manager of Luton and Dunstable 
factories last month Mr. Browne was largely 
responsible for the planning of the present parts 
and accessories warehouse and of much of its 


equipment 





Mr. D. O Road 


Good, a vice-chairman of the 
Haulage Association, has been elected chairman of 
the National Road Transport Federation for the 
coming year 


* * * 

New premises housing the technical sales depart- 
ment of the Esso Petroleum Co., Limited, Feltham, 
Middlesex, were officially opened by Mr. H. C. Tett, 
chairman and managing director of the company 

* 


* * 

The appointment is announced of Mr. Ivo 
Townsend as Deputy Chairman of Traffic Com 
missioners for North Scotland with effect from 
September 1, 1960, in succession to Mr. A 


Robertson, O.B.E., who is retiring. Mr. Townsend 
retired recently after a long career in the Civil 
Service. Most of his service was in Edinburgh, 
to which he moved in 1928 on taking up a post in 
the divisional road engineer's office. He left 
Scotland for a short time on his appointment in 
1951 as Clerk to the Licensing Authority, Eastern 
Traffic Area, Cambridge, but returned to Edin 
burgh in January, 1953, to become Clerk to the 
Traffic Commissioners and the Licensing 
Authority, Scotland, which post he held until his 
retirement in October, 1957 


Scammell Lorries Managing Director 
| I 


+ +h 
at tiie 


and managing director, Leyland Motors 
Limited, that when Mr. W. E. Pearson retires 
end of this month from the managing 
directorship of Scammell Lorries, Limited, he will 


be succeeded by Mr. Donald G. Stokes, sales and 
service director, Leyland Motors, Limited The 
appointment does not affect any of Mr. Stokes 
present responsibilities 
* ’ * 
W gret ‘ 1 the ath at Kenton, N 
" ipon Tyne f Mr. Frank Milto ecreta 
f he No rI \rea :. < R 1 Haula 
Association He was 62 He of th 
f rd f the bran in 1932 and be full 
tir i he I ing \ i! ri i i >| 
I i R ud | > 
ly f ‘] 
- * * 
As announced else 
Jacks M.In I I 
South Easter Division 
retires on August 15 
He yjined the former 
Midland Ra 1) in 
1915 and vas sub 
sequently a memb of 
the chief goods man 
iger’s personal staff 
After the formation of 
the L.M.S.R. he went 
to Euston in 1925 and 
was made a deputy 
section head. He later 
served for periods as 
goods agent and chief 
clerk. Mr. Jackson was 
appointed operating 
assistant to the district 
goods manager, Man 
chester, in 1943; and Mr. T. E. Jackson 


assistant district goods 

manager at Bolton in 1944, and at Manchester in 
1947. From 1948 to 1952 he was assistant (claims) 
to the commercial superintendent, London Midland 
Region. In 1952 he was appointed district goods 
superintendent, London Bridge, Southern Region, 
which post was redesignated district goods man 
iger in 1955. In 1954 and 1956 Mr. Jackson was 
chairman of the Metropolitan conference and 
London Commercial Service Control Committee 





At a dinner in Derby, the chairman of the 
Trent Motor Traction Co., Limited, Mr. 
R. J. Ellery (right), presented to Mr. 
Stephen Ferry, a gold wristlet watch to 
mark the close of his 40 years’ service with 


the company, the last 38 years as traffic 
manager 

Mr. R. G. Grout (General Steam Navigation Co., 
Limited has succeeded Mr K W Ratledge as 
chairman of the coasting liner section of the Cham 
ber of Shipping and Mr. K. D. Jackson is elected 
vice-chairman 

* * * 

At the annual general meeting of the Federa 
tion of British Rubber and Allied Manufacturers 
Mr. C. H. M. Baker, of the Firestone Tyre and 


Rubber Co., Limited, was elected a vice-president 


Lord Brookeborough, the Prime 
Minister of Northern Ireland, 
recently opened the new Ulster 
Transport Authority bus station 
for Belfast, in Oxford Street 
(**Modern Transport,’’ July 23). 
With him here are Mr. G. B. 
Howden, chairman of the 
U.T.A., and its secretary, Mr. 
J. G. T. Anderson 


Mr. Adrian Liddell Hart has been appointed an 
assistant director of the Society of British Aircraft 
Constructors. He will be specially concerned with 
economic and political trends, helping to formulate 
Society policy, and with the Society's external rela 
tions. Mr. Liddell Hart was formerly head of the 
information department of the Federation of 
British Industries. 

- * * 

Mr. J. K. Blue, hitherto passenger assistant, 
Waterloo, has been appointed freight commercial 
officer, South Eastern Division, Southern Region, 
B.R. (located London Bridge), vice Mr. T. E. 
Jackson who is retiring. 

* * * 

Mr. J. H. Vine, head of the modernisation section 
in the office of the commercial officer, Western 
Region, B.R., retired on July 17, having com- 
pleted 45 years’ service with the Great Western 
and British Railways. In 1946 he was placed in 
charge of the newly constituted mechanical appli- 
ances section and more recently he has been closely 
associated with experiments made with electronic- 
ally controlled driverless trucks, a pilot scheme for 
which is shortly to be introduced at Wolverhampton 
Herbert Street) goods depot 


is announced by Sir Henry Spurrier, chairman | 
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Daily door-to-door express container 
Services in especially-lesigned container-ships 
to and from NORTHERN IRELAND 


ONTINENTAL 
TAINER 
wICes 





@ All parts of Northern Ireland, Scotland and England served 
@Greatly Minimised Risk of Loss by Theft or Damage 

® £800 per ton 

« 


Free Insurance (General Merchandise) 
Closed Security-Locked Containers 


Insulated Containers for Perishable Foodstuffs—for 


Hygiene and Cleanliness 
Open Containers and ‘Flats’ for Unpacked Machinery etc. 


@ All Goods Conveyed with Minimum Packing 


Door-to-door inclusive rates 


ANGLO-CONTINENTAL 
CONTAINER SERVICES 


(London) Ltd and (Belfast) Ltd 





LONDON 79 Dunton Road se | Bermondsey 4881/4 (Head Office) and Elland Road se 15 New Cross 4885/7 
Traffic Depot) PRESTON The Docks Preston 86742/4 LARNE (Northern Ireland) Bay Road Larne 2331/2 
BELFAST 35/39 Middlepath Street Belfast 59261/5 MANCHESTER 2 270/1 Royal Exchange Buildings 
Blackfriars 9287/9 GLASGOW 10 Bothwell Street c2 City 6997/8 (Offices) and 17/21 Tylefield Street sz 
Bridgeton 2277/8 (Traffic ARDROSSAN 1911/2 
BRISTOL 61 Park Street Bristol 25435/6 


Depot) (Ayrshire) Harbour Street Saltcoats 
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be accepted up to first post Tuesday morning for insertion 
in the current week's issue. 

Rate: 48s. per single column inch. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES 
MODERN TRANSPORT, 3-16 WOBURN PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 


OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 








An Economical Clutch 


As more and more of the combined 
fluid-centrifugal clutches designed for 
the Wilson Gearbox, enter into road 
service, back comes the report from 
operators of positive savings both in 
miles per gallon and maintenance costs. 


Write for details of this 
simple and economical clutch to 
TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS 





Send for illustrated literature 


SELF-CHANGING GEARS LTD. 


and Makers of Wilson Gearboxes 


LYTHALLS LANE - COVENTRY + ENGLAND 


Patentees 
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Ut better! 


Special tread compound 














Turbo side-walls 








Multi-strength carcass ee gee = 
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Built-in bead stability 
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